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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Si/nnd  of  the  Potomoc.  Convened  in  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Frederick  CUij,  Md.,  April  18th,  A.  D.  1873, /or  the  purpose  of 
ortjanization. 


MEETING  TO  ORGANIZE  THE   DISTRICT  SYNOD   OF   THE 

POTOMAC    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH    IN    THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

The  Ministers  and  delegated  Elders  of  the  Classes  of  Mercers- 
burg,  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Nortli  Carolina,  assembled  in 
Convention  in  the  Reformed  Cbureh  of  Frederick  City,  Maryland, 
on  Friday  evening,  April  18th.  A.  D.  1873,  at  71  o'clock,  agreeably 
to  the  following  aclion  of  tho  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  convened  in  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia,  last  Octo- 
ber: — "  The  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
requested  Synod  to  take  measurts  to  have  them  organized  into  a  Dis- 
trict Synod.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  be  requested  to  organize  the 
Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Zion,  3Iaryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, into  a  District  Synod,  as  desired  by  the  said  Classes;"  and  to 
the  following  action  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  held  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  last  No- 
vember and  December,  viz.  :  "  The  District  Synod  in  the  United 
States,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  said  Synod, 
requested  the  General  Synod  to  organize  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg, 
Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  into  a  District  Synod. 
It  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Synod  in  the  United  States,  in 
regard  to  the  organization  of  a  new  District  Synod,  be  granted,  and 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  to  this  body,  such  measures 
as  are  necessary  in  order  to  effect  the  new  organization. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomherger,  N.  S. 
Strassburger,  Dr.  J.  0.  Miller,  and  Elders  Christian  ^I.  Boush  and 
Jacob  Smith. 

The  Committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  suitable  action  in  regard  to 
the  formatioa  of  a  new  Synod,  composed  of  the  Classes  of  Ziou, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Mercersburg,  and  North  Carolina,  beg  leave  to 
report : 

1.  That  all  the  preliminary.  Constitutional  and  Syuodical  require- 
ments in  the  case  have  been  complied  with. 

2.  That  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Mercersburg,  are  hereby  constituted  a  Synod,  tc  be  known  as  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

3.  That  the  ministers  and  delegated  elders   of  said   Classes,  shall 

meet  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  Frederick,  Md.,  on  the day  of 

-■,  1873,  to  organize  said   Synod,  to    determine   its    name,   and 

transact  such  other  bu>iness  as  may  properly  claim  its  attention. 

4.  That  the  opening  sermon  on  the  occasion  shall  le  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  of  Frederick,  who  shall  also  pre- 
side at  the  organization  of  the  Synod. 

5.  That  the  time  for  the  organization  of  the  Synod  shall  be  de- 
termined by  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacha- 
rias and  the  Presidents  of  the  several  Classes  above  named,  by  whom 
due  notice  of  the  time  agreed  upon  shall  be  given." 

And  pursuant  to  the  following  notice,  published  in  the  Reformed 
Church  Messenger  of  February  19th,  1873,  and  subsequent  issues  : 


"MEETING  FOE  ORGANIZATION. 

The  undersigned  hereby  notifies  the  members  of  the  Classes  of 
Zion,  Merrerf-burg,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina,  that  a 
meeting  will  be  held  in  Frederick  City,  Md.,on  the  first  Friday  after 
Easter  (April  18th),  at  7*  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  Synod,  under  the  authority  granted  fir  that  end  by  the  late 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Staies.  The 
punctual  attendance  of  the  ministers  of  the  Classes  named,  and  of 
the  delegated  elders  from  each  charge,  is  requested. 

Daniel  Zacharias. 

Frederick,  Md.,  Feh.  13th,  1873." 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  by  death  from  the  Church  militant 
of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D  D.,  March  31st,  A.  D.  1873,  who 
had  been  thus  designated  by  the  General  Synod,  to  preach  the  open- 
ing sermon  and  preside  at  the  organization  of District  Synod,  the 

opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  of 
York,  Pa.,  he  having  been  requested  to  do  so  by  the  late  Dr.  Zacha- 
rias, a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  d-^ath.  The  sermon  was  preached 
from  1  Cor.  3:11:  "  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 

The  Convention  was  thereupcn  called  to  order  by  the  Rev.  J.  0. 
Miller.     On  motion,  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  was  appointed  President  pro 


tempore,  and  Rev.  W.  31.  Deatrlck,  Serrrtnrij.  At  this  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn  until  tomor- 
row  moriiin<r  at  9  o'clock.  Closed  with  the  doxology  and  apostolic 
benediction  by  the  President. 


SECOND  SESSION. 

Saturday  Morning,  April  19th,  1873. 

The  Convention  met,  agreeably  to  adjournment  last  evening,  at 
9  o'clock  this  morning.  The  session  was  opened  with  singing,  and 
prayer  by  the  President. 

The  minutes  of  last  evening's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  roll  was  then  formed,  and  the  following  ministers  and  dele- 
gated elders  were  found  to  be  in  attendance,  viz  :  from  the  Clcti^nis 
of  Zion,  Rev.  Jacob  Sechler,  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D,  I).,  William  K. 
Zieber,  William  11.  II.  Deatrich,  Jacob  D.  Zehring,  James  Craw- 
ford, Jjewis  D.  Steckel,  and  elders  Israel  Laucks,  John  H.  Yost,  J. 
P.  Hassler,  George  Hoobaugh,  and  F.  M.  McKeeban  ;  from  the 
t'lassis  of  iVori/luvd,  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Santte,  George  L.  Staley, 
Frederick  A.  Rupley,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  Nicholas  E.  GiL  s, 
William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  jMiller,  J.  Spang'er  KieflFer,  W. 
Augustus  Gring,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  Jacob  Ilassler,  Daniel  Gans, 
D.  D.,  William  F.  Collifltwer,  John  M.  Souder,  Herman  Bielfeld, 
Mortitnore  L.  Shuford,  and  Elders  Louis  Markell,  Geor^ce  Pearson, 
Frederick  K.  Stone,  Joshua  Matter,  Henry  Winter,  Goldsboro  S. 
Griffith,  David  S.  Firor,  David  C.  Hammond,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  F. 
W.  Sellliausen,  Ezra  Williard,  and  Peter  Baer ;  from  the  Classis  of 
Virginid,  Rev.  Henry  St.  J(din  Rinker,  Henry  Wissler,  Stephen  K. 
Kremer,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  Joseph  S.  Loose,  Jotl  T.  Rossiter. 
and  Elders  William  A.  Cushwa,  Peter  S.  Roller,  Reuben  liuffuian, 
.John  Nicely,  and  William  W.  Wenner  ;  from  the  ClasHia  of  Xorih 
C'aroluia,  Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexlcr ;  and  from  the  Classis  of  Merccin- 
hvrfj.  Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick,  Isaac  G.  Brown,  Nehemiah  II. 
Sk^les,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  Peter  S.  Davis,  William  C.  li. 
Shulenberger,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  iMoses  Kieifer,  D.  D.,  Harrison  H. 
W.  Hib.shmau,  John  A.  Peters,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Ambrose  C.  Geary, 
William  D.  Lefevre,  and  Elders  Abraham  Weisel,  John  B.  Kiefler, 
Jacob  llcyser,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  A.  Mowry,  James  P.  Shoe- 
maker, and  Michael  Sprcnkle. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

An  election  for  permanent  officers  was  thereupon  held,  Rev.  F.  A. 
Ruf)]ey  and  G.  L.  Staley  acting  as  tel'ers,  which  resulted  in  the 
choiie  of 

Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  President. 
)CRev.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Elder  Louis  Markell,  Treasurer. 


The  Stated  Clerk,  Correspondins;  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  were 
elected  by  acclamation. 

The  followins;  usembers  of  other  District  Synods  beinp;  present,  were 
received  as  advisory  members,  viz.:  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D. D.,  T.  G. 
Apple,  D.D.,  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.D.,  and  C  U.  Heilman,  of  the  Synod 
in  the  United  States,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  of  the  Pittsburgli  Synod. 
Elders,  G-eorge  Sherman,  from  Virginia  Classis,  Wm.  A.  Wilt,  from 
Zion's  Classis,  David  Zeller,  from  Maryland  Classis,  and  Edward  J. 
Zahm,  from  Lancaster  Classis,  were  also  received  as  advisory  members. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers  of  other  denominatiocs 
was  announced :  Revs.  Dr.  Diehl,  J.  F.  Probst  and  D.  Steck  of  the 
Lutheran  Church;  Rev.  Robert  tl  Williams  and  T.  M.  Cann  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  Job  A.  Price  of  the  Methodist  ChurcQ  ; 
and  Rev.  A.  M.  Evers  of  the  LTnifed  Brethren  Church. 

A  Committee  on  Religious  Services  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Rev.  G-.  L.  Staley,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  S.  S.  Miller,  and  Elder  L. 
Markell. 

The  Synod  defined  the  Bar  of  the  House  to  be  the  seventh  pew 
from  the  front. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing 
the  present  sessions:  Uhe  Morning  Session  to  open  at  9  and  close 
at  12  o'clock  ;  the  Afternoon  Session  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  5  o'clock. 

The  authorities  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  located  at  Frederick  City,  extended  an  invitation  to  Synod 
to  visit  said  Institution.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  3  o'clock 
on  Monday  ai'teruoon  was  fixed  upon  to  make  said  visit  by  Synod. 

The  Rules  of  Order  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  were  adopted  as  the  rules  by  which  this  Synod 
shall  be  governed  in  its  deliberations  during  the  present  sessions. 

NAME  OF  SYNOD. 

An  election  was  next  held  by  ballot  to  determine  the  choice  of  a 
name  for  this  District  Synod,  Revs.  W.  Goodrich  and  E.  R.  Eschbach 
acting  as  tellers. 

The  names  proposed  were:  '' Synod  of  the  Potomac  ;"  "Synod  of 
Baltimore;"  "Synod  of  the  South;"  "Heidelberg  Synod;"  "Pa- 
latinate Synod,"  and  "  Mercersburg  Synod." 

The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  "  The  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac." The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church 
IN  the  United  States  was  accordingly  adopted,  as  the  name  and 
title  of  this  District  Sjnod. 

Permission  was  granted  to  Dr.  Currell  to  make  some  statements 
this  afternoon  in  regard  to' a  certain  property  near  Taneytown,  Md., 
that  can  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  a  Female  Seminary. 

An  Overture  was  received  from  the  District  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  making  certain  propositions  in 
regard  to  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Home  Missions, 
and  kindred  objects,  and  boundaries  of  the  three  Eastern  District 
Synods. 


This  overture  wnp  referred  fo  a  special  cotntinttee,  consisting  of 
Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elder  A.  B.  Wiop;erd. 

Synod  adjourned.  Closed  with  singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  N. 
Callender. 


THIRD  SESSION. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  April  19th,  1878. 

The  Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  this  afternoon.  The  roll 
was  cahed,  and  (juoruni  found  to  be  present.  The  session  was  opened 
with  singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Dr.  Correll  th^n  made  certain  statements  in  relation  to  the  property 
in  the  neigliborhood  of  Taneytown,  Md.,  with  a  view  to  its  purchase 
by  Synod  for  a  Female  Seminary,  but  Synod  took  no  action  in  regard 
to  the  mattt  r. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Your  Committccon  Religious  Services  would  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report  the  following  appointments  : 

Prepiratory  services  to  the  holy  Communion  in  this  church  to- 
night.    Sermon  by  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown. 

Holy  Communiuu  in  this  church  t  -morrow  morning.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Br.  liigbee.  Sermon  in  the  evening  by  Rev.  J.  S.  KielFer. 
Sunday-school  services  in  the  ai'ternoon.  Addresses  by  the  Rev.  Br. 
Miller,  P.  8.  Davis,  and  Elder  E.  J.  Zahm. 

St.  John's  Refurmed  Church :  Morning,  Rev.  J.  B.  Zehring. 
Evening,  Rev.  J.  Sechler. 

Lutheran  Church :  Morning,  Rev.  Br.  Kieffer.  P^vening,  Rev. 
P.  S.  Bavis.     Afternoon,  German,  Rev.  B.  Y.  Heis!er. 

Presbyterian  Church:  Morning,  Rev  J.  T.  Rossiter.  Afternoon, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Peters. 

iMethodist  Church  :  Morning,  Rev.  J.  Crawford.  Evening,  Rev. 
P.  M.  Tresler. 

jMethodist  Church,  South:  Morning,  Rev.  W.  C..B.  Shulcnberger. 
E\'^ning,  Rev.  J.  Crawford. 

African  Methodi>t  Church  :  Morning,  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber.  After- 
noon, Rev.  Br.  Krcmer. 

African  Methodist  E.  Church:  Morning,  Rev.  H.  II.  W.  Ilibsh- 
man.     Afternoon,  Rev.  L.  B.  Steckel.     Evening,  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee. 

Montevue  Hospital:  Rev   W.  F.  ColUflower. 

County  Jail:  Rev.  W.  Goodrich. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Ieo.  Lewis  Staley,    ") 
E.  R.  EsciiBAcn,  ^ 

S.S.Miller,  \  Commute  e. 

Louis  Markell, 
The  Committee  to  whom  the  Overture  from  the  Bistrict  Synod  of 


the  Refurmed  Churcli  in  the  Uoited  States  was  referred,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  aod  adopted,  viz.  : 

The  Documents  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  contain 
<'  Extracts,"  duly  authenticited,  from  the  JNIinutes  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Keformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  assembled  in  special  ses- 
sions, in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  February  19th  and  20th,  1873. 

These  extracts  contain  three  items  claiming  our  attention  : 

The  first  item  has  reference  to  the  co-operation  of  this  Synod  in  the 
support  and  management  of  the  Theologiciil  Seminary  at  Lancaster. 
A  Commission  of  three  was  appointed  to  present  to  this  Synod  a  Plan 
of  Union.  The  Commissioners  are  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Rev.  Dr. 
T,  G.  Apple,  and  Elder  E.  J.  Zahm. 

The  second  item  refers  to  the  co  operation  of  this  Synod  in  carrying 
forward  the  work  of  Missions  and  kindred  objects.  A  Committee  of 
Conference  was  appointed  to  meet  with  similar  Committees  to  be 
appointed  respectively  by  the  Synod  of  IMttsburgh  and  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac.  The  Commis  iouers  named  in  the  first  item  constitute 
this  Committee. 

The  third  item  has  reference  to  the  determination  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  three  Ea-tern  District  Synods. 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States  appointed  a  Committee  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  similar  Committees  to  be  appointed  by  the  other 
Synods  to  carry  out  the  object  specified.  Said  Committee  consists  of 
Rev.  C  n.  Leinbach,  Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Rev.  J.  Beck,  and  Elders 
J.  Laubach,  and  E.  J.  Zahm.  Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  K.  ZiEBER,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  first  and  second  items  of  the  report,  together 
with  the  nece.-sary  papers,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  one  from 
each  Classis  composing  this  Synod,  and  that  this  Committee  hold  a 
conference  with  the  Commissioners  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  and  report  to  this  body. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  P.  M.  Trexler, 
E.  R.  Esehbach,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks,  and  J.  Heyser. 

The  following  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  F.  A. 
Rupley,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Hassler,  was  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two  Eastern  Di?triet  Synods,  to 
determine  the  boundaries  between  the  three  Eastern  District  Synods. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nominate 
members  for  election  to  the  Boards  of  Home  Missions  and  Beneficiary 
Education,  and  that  the  same  Committee  also  report  all  other  items 
yet  necessary  for  the  full  organization  of  tliis  Synod. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  M.  KiefFer,  J.  W.  Santee,  and 
Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan. 

Synod  adjourned.  Closed  with  the  "  Gloria  Patri,"  and  the  Apos- 
tolic benediction  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 


FOURTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Morning,  April  21st,  1873. 

Synod  met  at  the  appointed  hour  this  morning.  Roll  called,  and 
quorum  present.     Singing,  and  prayer  Dy  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  Synod  by  the  female  members  of  the 
congregation,  to  participate  in  a  visit  to  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery  to 
the  grave  of  their  late  Pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  with  a  view  to 
hold  decoration  services.      It  was  accordingly, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  accept  the  invitation  of  the  ladies  of  this 
congregation,  to  join  in  a  visit  to  Mount  Olivet  Cemetery,  immediately 
after  the  visit  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  for  the  purpose  of 
decorating  the  grave  of  their  late  pastor  with  flowers,  and  that  the 
officers  of  Synod  be  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  following  resolurion  was  also  adopted  in  this  connection  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  hold  a  service  in  memory 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  this  evening,  commencing  at  7}  o'clock,  and 
that  the  officers  of  Synod  be  empowered  to  make  all  necessary  ar- 
rangements. 

Eider  J.  Motter  obtained  leave  of  absen''e  after  to-day's  sessions. 

PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  "be  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  its  bounds,  and 
one  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge." 

Chamhershur(j,  Pa.,  was  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  thq  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  Wednesday  Eve- 
ning, October  22d,  A.D.  1873,  at  7^  o'clock,  was  fixed  upon  as  the 
time. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolvcrl,  That  this  Synod  directs  the  several  pastoral  charges, 
within  its  bounds,  to  elect  to  the  annual  meeting  in  October  an  Elder, 
and  furnish  him  with  the  proper  credentials. 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  and  delegated  ciders,  expecting  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  be  required  to  forward  in  due  time 
their  names  to  the  Pastor  of  the  Chambersburg  congregation. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  members  for  the  several 
Boards  of  Synod,  and  to  report  all  other  items  yet  necessary  to  the 
lull  organization  of  Synod,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  suggestions  for  the  complete 
organization  of  Synod  in  the  way  of  electing  Boai-ds  of  Missions, 
Education,  ttc. 

Recommend : 

1st.  Tlie  election  of  a  Board  of  Missions,  which  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  its  own  officers.     The  following  persons  are  nominated  for 
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election  as  tlie  merabera  of  this  Board  by  acclamation  :  Rev.  J.  0. 
Miller,  E.  R.  Esclibach,  W.  K.  Zieber,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  and 
Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt,  and  G.  S.  Griffith. 

2d.  Board  of  Education,  which  shall  have  power  to  elect  its  own 
officers.  The  following  persons  are  nominated  for  election  as  the 
memibers  of  this  Board  by  acclamation :  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  P.  S. 
Davis,  J.  S.  Kieflfer,  J.  S.  Poulk,  and  Elders  J.  Heyser,  D.  C.  Ham- 
mond, and  F.  M.  McKeehan. 

8d.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  The  following  persons  are  nomi- 
nated for  election  as  the  members  of  this  Board  by  acclamation ; 
Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.D.,  Louis  Markell,  William  Heyser,  Rev.  J. 
0.  Miller,  and  S.  N.  Callender. 

4th.  A  Committee  on  Finance,  who  shall  make  provision,  as  far  as 
possible,  for  the  continjient  expenses  of  Synod.  We  recommend  that 
this  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  KlEPFER,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  instructed  to  secure  the  in- 
corporation of  Synod,  and  provide  a  suitable  seal  for  the  use  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  consists  of  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  J. 
Sechler,  and  Elder  A.  B.  Wiugerd. 

Elder  Henry  Wirt,  from  the  Classis  of  Zion,  appeared  and  look  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  Synod. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  Plan  of  Union 
from  the  District  Synod  of  the  United  St  tes,  for  the  support  and 
control  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  management  of  the  in- 
terests of  Home  Missions,  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  Plan  of  Union 
of  the  Synod  of  the  U^nited  States,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  this 
Synod,  ibr  the  support  and  contiol  of  the  Theological  Seminary  and 
the  management  of  the  interest  of  Missions,  would  respectfully  report: 

That  they  had  a  conference  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to  piesent  this  subject  to  this  body, 
and  that  after  careful  deliberation,  they  would  beg  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report: 

Wheiieas,  This  Synod,  having  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Theo- 
lotiical  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  in  conmion  with  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States;  and,  Whereas,  The  Synod  of  the  United  State:!  has 
overtured  this  Synod  to  exerjise  these  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
election  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Truste  'S  and  Board  of  V^isitors, 
to  assist  in  the  m magement  of  the  Seminary  ;  and  has  proposed  a 
plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  to  be  perfected  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh — 

Res'dved,  That  this  Synod  deems  the  plan  proposed  too  compli- 
cated for  successful  operation,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  requests  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States  to  elect  a  due  proportion  of  the  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees and   Visitors,  from  this  Synod,  which  trustees  and  visitors  shall 
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bo  nnniinated  by  this  Synod,  and  that  an  annual  report  from  ciih  of 
said  Boards  sha'l  be  sent  to  this  body, 

JRf'sohed.  That  in  thus  complying  with  the  roquest  of  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  this  action  shall  in  no  way  be  construed  so  as  to 
prejudice  or  condition  directly  or  indirectly  the  freedom  of  action  of 
this  Synod  in  foUowint:  out  any  educational  policy  which  she  may 
see  fit  to  devise ;  nor  shall  this  action  be  so  taken  as  to  allow  the 
sendinji;  of  an  ajicnt  or  ajrents  within  the  limits  of  this  Synod  fur  ihe 
collection  of  funds  without  the  express  couseut  of  this  body. 

Iiesohe(f,  further,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  like  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  as  proposed  by 
said  body,  upon  the  subject  of  Missions,  and  to  device  a  plan  of  co- 
operation on  that  subject,  to  be  submitted  to  the  several  Synods  in- 
terested. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  N.  Callender,  ^ 

E.    II.    ESCIIBACH,      I 

J'.  M!  Trkxler,     y  Committee. 
Israel  Laucks,      | 
Jacob  Heyser.      j 

Before  disposing  cfthis  report,  the  time  for  adjournment  arrived. 

Kev.  J.  W.  Santee,  and  Elder  G.  Pearson,  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence after  this  session. 

Synod  adjourned.     Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher. 


FIFTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Afternoon,  April  21,  1873. 

Synod  assembled  at  the  appointed  hour.  The  Roll  was  called,  and 
quorum  found  to  be  present.  Singing  and  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  A. 
Rupley. 

Rev.  Wm.  C.  Cremer,  and  Elder  John  H.  Bowers,  of  the  Maryland 
Classis,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  as  members  of  Synod. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer  and  H.  II.  W'. 
Ilibshnian,  was  appointed  to  collect  an  as-essmcnt  of  25  cents  upon 
each  member  of  S^nod  to  comppnsate  the  sexton  for  his  trouble. 

Elders  P.  S.  Roller,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  and  Rev.  1).  Gans,  II.  II.  W. 
Hibshman,  and  H.  Wissler,  obtained  leave  of  absence  after  to-day'? 
sessions. 

After  further  discussion  the  report  of  the  committee,  under  con- 
sideration at  the  hour  of  adjournment  this  morning,  was  adopted. 

The  commiitec  called  for  in  the  last  resolution  consists  of  the 
Board  oi  Mis.^ions  elected  this  forenoon. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

WliEKiA.s,  This  Synod  has  heard  of  the  death  in  Lancaster  of 
John  W.  Nevin  Jr.,  ihc  son  of  the  venerable  iJr.  John  Williamson 
Nevin;  and,   Whereas,   Most  ol  the  members  of  this  Synod   have 
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held  such  relations  to  the  father  of  the  deceased  as  to  makG  them 
ever  ready  to  sympathize  in  his  sorrows  as  well  as  his  joys;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  meoabers  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  here- 
with express  their  profound  sympathy  with  Dr.  Nevin  and  family  in 
the  afflicting  dispensation  which  has  just  visited  them,  accompanying 
the  same  with  the  hincere  prayer  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  com- 
fort their  bereaved  hearts  and  lead  them  to  look  forward,  with  assured 
confidence,  to  meet  the  deceased  in  that  home,  where  all  tliose  who 
love  the  Saviour  on  earth  are  forever  blessed  in  His  presence 

Heaolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  action  of  Synod,  signed  by  its  offi- 
cers; be  publifched  in  the  '-Reformed  Church  Messenger,"  and  be  com- 
municated to  the  family. 

It  was 

Rtsolced,  That  when  we  adjourn  this  afternoon,  it  be  to  meet  again 
this  evening  at  7  J  o'clock. 

The  Synod  then  in  a  body  made  the  visit  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum.  Immediately  afterwards  Synod  visited  the  grave,  in  Mount 
Olivet  Cemetery,  of  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  and  par-icipated  in  the  cere- 
mony of  decorating  his  grave  as  contemplated  by  the  action  of  Synod 
this  morning.  The  ceremony  was  truly  solemn  and  impressive. 
Synod  adjourned  whilst  standing  around  the  grave,  the  President 
pronouncing  the  apostolic  benedictioa. 


SIXTH  SESSION. 

Monday  Evening,  April  21,  1873. 

Synod  met  this  evening,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  7i  o'clock. 
About  au  hour  and  a  half  were  spent  in  holding  services  in  memory 
of  Rev  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  consisting  of  bingiug  and  prayer  led  by 
the  President,  and  memorial  addresses  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Rev.  Dr. 
Kiefi'er,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  :  The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  as  their  report. 

Your  committee  estimate  the  expenses  for  the  coming  year  at 
$397.00. 

Salary  of  Stated  Clerk, |  75  00 

Minute  Book, c   00 

Treasurer's  Book, 2  00 

Seal  for  Synod  and  Press 10  00 

Incorporation, 5  00 

Publication  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod, 300  00 

^397  00 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  Synod,  your  committee  has  made  the  fol- 
lowins:  assessments  : 
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ZioD's  Classis, $112.  00 

Maryland  Classis, 112  00 

Mercersburs  Classis, 112  00 

Virginia  Classis 35  00 

North  Carolina  Clas&is, '^0  00 

Total.  $401.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
I.  Gr.  Brown, 

J.   Sechler,  \-     CommlUee. 

A.  B.  WiNGERD. 

Rev.  L.  D.  Steckel,  I.  G.  Brown,  J.  D.  Zehring,  J.  Crawford,  aad 
Elder  J.  H.  Yost  obtained  leave  of  absence. 
Synod  adjourned.     Prayer  by  the  President. 


SEVENTH  SESSION. 

Tuesday  Morning,  April  22d,  1873. 

Synod  met  at  9  o'clock  this  morning.  Quorum  present.  Singing, 
and  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Sechler. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday's  sessions  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  preamble  and  r^jsolurions  wei'e  adopted : 

WiiERLAS,  The  Synod  of  Pottstown  in  1871,  assessed  $1,000.00 
towards  meeting  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  late  General  Synod 
— a  due  proportion  of  which  amount  has  been  paid  by  the  Classes 
composing  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  ju.m  organized;  and,  whereas, 
the  late  General  Synod  of  Cincinnati  assessed  upon  "the  proposed 
new  Synod,"  that  is,  upon  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  for  contingent 
purposes  the  sum  of  $3o5.00,  whilst  only  $620.00  were  assessed  upon 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States  :  and  Whereas,  The  combined 
amount  thus  assessed,  viz.  :  $1)55.00  was  more  than  covered  by  the 
single  assessment  made  by  the  Syno  1  of  Pottstown,  for  the  purpose 
of  moetiug  the  continjicnt  expenses  assessed,  upon  both  Synods,  by 
the  General  Synod  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  be  respectfully, 
yet  most  urgently  overtured  to  assume  the  payment  of  the  sum  as- 
sessed ($335.00)  upon  this  Synod  by  the  General  Synod. 

Furthermore,  Whereas,  The  Synod  of  Martinsburg,  in  1872, 
through  a  misapprehension  of  the  amount  needed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  late  General  Synod,  assessed  a  like  additional  sum  of 
$1,000.00  upon  the  Classes  then  composing  said  Synod,  including  of 
course  the  several  Classes  now  constituting  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac:  and,  Whereas,  said  thousand  dollars  are  not  needed  to 
meet  the  assessment  of  the  General  Synod:  and.  Whereas,  This 
amount  forms  just  five-ninths  of  the  entire  assessments  made  by  the 
Synod  of  Martiusburg  in  1872,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  most  respectfully  requests  the  Synod  of 
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the  United  States,  to  exooerate  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod, 
from  the  payment  of  five-ninths  of  said  assessments,  that  is,  Zion's 
Classis  from  the  payment  of  $66.66;  3Iaryland  Classis  $66.66; 
Mercersburg  Classis  $66.66;  Virginia  Classis  $16.66;  and  North 
Carolina  Classis  $13.88.     Making  in  all  $230.".3. 

Resolced,  That  the  officers  of  Synod  be  Commissioners  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  S:ates,  to  prosecute 
the  requests  cf  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Res'dveil,  Further,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  call  the  attention  of  the 
several  Classes  of  this  Synod,  to  this  matter,  and  also  furnish  them 
■with  the  assessments  made  upon  them  by  this  Synod. 

Rev.  \V.  Goodrich,  S.  N.  Callender,  11.  St.  J.  Einker,  J.  S. 
Loose,  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and  Elders  J.  P.  Hassler  and  F.  M.  Mc- 
Keehan,  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

It  was 

R'solved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Synod,  in  re- 
gard to  the  overture  from  that  Synod,  and,  that  the  Commission  be 
requested  to  bear  our  Christian  greeting  and  assurance,  that  we  are 
in  full  Theological  sympathy  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  collect  the  assessment  for  the  sexton, 
reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Comn  ittee  appointed  to  collect  the  tax  laid  on  the  members 
to  remunerate  the  sexton,  report  that  they  hape  collected  and  paid 
over  $17.50.  Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  N.  Kremer, 

H.  H.  W.  HiBSHMAN. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolvfd,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this  Synod,  be  tendered 
to  the  Consistory  and  members  of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church, 
and  other  citizens  of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  for  the  very  liberal  hospi- 
tality and  kind  entertainment  extended  to  its  members,  during  its 
present  sessions,  and  that  the  (Jonsistory  be  requested  to  have  this 
resolution  read  from  the  pulpit  at  any  early  day;  and,  further,  that 
the  Consistory  be  also  requested  to  have  it  published  in  the  several 
papers  of  the  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  officers 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  Hanove"-  Branch,  Littlestown  Branch, 
and  Frederick  and  Pennsylvania  Line  Railroads,  for  permitting  its 
members  to  pass  over  their  respective  roads  at  reduced  fare. 

The  roll  was  called  and  none  found  absent  without  pei'mission. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  the  singing 
of  the  Gloria  Patri,  the  Lord's  prayer,  and  the  Apostolic  benedic- 
tion by  the  President. 

Attest,  J.  0.  Miller,  President. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk. 
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First  Annual  Meeting. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

0/  (he  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  at  its  annual  sessioiis,  convened  in  convention  in 
Chambershurg,  Pa.,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three.  The  sessions  com- 
menced on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second,  and  continued  iintil  the 
evening  of  the  twenty -seventh  of  the  month  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  met  at  the  appointed  time,  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church 
of  Chambershurg,  Pa.,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services.  The  President,  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  preached 
the  opening  sermon  from  Matt.  ix.  37,  38:  "  Theii  saith  He  unto 
His  disciples,  The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  hut  the  lahortrs  are  few. 
Pray  ye,  therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will  send  forth 
laborers  into  His  harvest." 


ARTICLE  11. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OP  ZION. 

^  Rev.  Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  Wm.  K.  Zieber,  D,  D.,  John  S. 
Foulk,  Aaron  Wanner,  James  Crawford,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  Ileury 
Wissler,  and  David  W.  Wolff. 

Eldirs.  Israel  Laucks,  Henry  C.  Schriver,  John  W.  Smith, 
George  W.  Kochenderfor,  George  Hoobaugh,  David  Wolf,  Jacob  M. 
Bollinger,  and  John  P.   llassler. 

II.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF    MARYLAND. 

Rsv.  Joseph  W.  Santee,  George  L.   Staley,  D.   D.,  Frederick  A. 
Rupley,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  8.  Miller, 
2  17 
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William  C.  Cremer^  W.  Augustus  Gring,  Daniel  Grans,  D.  D.,  Wra. 
F.  Colliflower,  J.  Mortimore  Souder,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  Morti- 
more  L.  Shuford,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  and  Thomas  L.  Poulson. 

Elders.  Henry  Coblentz,  John  T.  Ankeney,  Wm.  H.  Lakin, 
David  Zeller,  Louis  Markell,  Peter  B.  Mikesell,  George  Harbaujih 
of  J.,  Peter  Baer,  Joseph  Gernand,  George  Harbaugh  of  G.,  Joshua 
Motter,  J.  W.  Messersmith,  Ezra  Williard,  George  H.  Buckey,  and 
Goldsboro  S.  Griffith. 

III.    FROM  THE  OLASSIS  OF  MERCERSBURG. 

Eev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Adam  C.  Whitmer,  Peter  S.  Davis,  D.  D., 
John  H.  Sykes,  Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  Moses  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Harrison 
H.  W.  Hibshman,  Elias  D.  Shoemaker,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Jeriah  S. 
Rhade,  John  A.  I'eters,  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  Henry 
I  Comfort,  Benjamin  S.  Schneck,  D.  D.,  Elnathan  E.  Higbee,  D. 
D.,  Henry  Heckerman,  Isaac  G.  Brown.  George  B.  Zacharias,  Wm . 
C.  B.  Shulenberger,  Wm.  D.  Lefevre,  Jacob  Hassler,  and  IMilton  H. 
Sangree. 

Elders.  Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Frederick  Hyle,  Joseph  Sfickell,  James 
Bowser,  David  Dunn,  David  Montgomery,  Benjamin  Neff,  John  P. 
Reed,  J.  11.  Pague,  Jacob  Walter,  David  B.  Martin,  David  Aurandt, 
George  B.  Wiestling,  Alvy  B.  Bowen,  Wm  Bossert,  David  Thomp- 
son, Prof.  George  N.  Abbott,  Adam  B,  Wing-rd,  and  Jacob  Scheur- 
ing. 

IV.    FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OP  TIRGINIA. 

Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  Stephen  K. 
Kremer,  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Joel  T.  Rossiter,  and  George 
H.   Martin. 

Elders. — Harvey  Wise,  John  H  Bauserman,  Jacob  Tisinger, 
Richard  L.  Gray,  Peter  S.  Roller,  Emanuel  Stuley,  George  P. 
Souder,  George  W.  Lautz,  and  Wm.  J.  Heusel. 

V.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler. 

Elders. — 

Note.  A  number  of  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod  af- 
ter the  first  session,  and  hence  their  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in 
which  they  would,  had  they  been  present  at  the  opening  session.  A 
number  of  the  members  also  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  day  to 
day.  In  two  instances  the  names  of  two  elders  secundi  appear  in  the 
foregoing  list  of  members  together  with   heirpnmariY. 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

From  the  Sj/nodo/the  United  States. — Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D., 
Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  John  Gantenbcin,  and   Calvin  U.   Heilman. 

Elder.— J.  David  Miller. 

From  the  Classis  of  Zion. — Elders  Wm.  A,  Wilt,  Jerome  Beaver 
and  F.  M.  McKeehan. 
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From  (he  Classis  oj  Maryland. — Elder  Frisby  Davis. 
From  the  Classis  of  Mircershurg. — Elders  Jacob  Ileyser,  Daniel  S. 
Fabuestock,  John  Bowmao,  "Wm.  Dice,  and  Jobo  Brewster. 

MINISTERS  OF   OTHER  CHURCHES. 

Tbe  presence  of  tbe  following  ministers  was  announced  at  inter- 
vals during  the  sessions  of  Synod  : 

Rev.  Dr.  Archibald,  I.  N.  Hays,  Dr.  Kennedy,  and  Prof.  Lane  df 
the  Presbyterian  Church;  Rev.  L.  A.  Grotwald  and  —  Shirts  of  the 
Lutheran  Church:  Rev.  Dr.  Hamlin,  V.  Dyson,  A.  M.  Kester,  and — 
Robbins  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Rev.  Henry  Tallhelni, 
and — Huber  of  the  United  Brethren  Church;  and  [lev.  Dr.  Kerr  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


ARTICLE    III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Edmund  R.  E-<chbach  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  William  M.  Deatrick  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Rev.  Josepli  VV.  Santee  was  re-elected    Corresponding  Secretari/. 

Elder  Louis  3Iarkell  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  following  Rules  of  Order  were  read  and  adopted  to  facilitate 
the  transaction  of  S_ynudical  business,  viz.  : 

RULES  OF   ORDER. 

Article  I.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
to  which  Synod  stands  adjourned  ;  shall  immediately  call  the  mem- 
bers to  order  ;  and  on  tlui  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  open  the 
meeting  with  a  Hymn  and  Prayer. 

Article  II.  If  a  quorum  be  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
the  President  be  absent,  the  Synod  shall  appoint  a  Presiieut  pro 
tempore. 

Article  III.  If  a  quorum  be  not  assembled  at  the  hour  appointed, 
any  two  members  shall  be  competent  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
that  an  opportuuity  may  be  given  for  a  quorum  to  assemble. 

Article  IV.  After  prayer,  the  Synod  sh  ill  proceed  to  business. 
The  business  shall  be  taken  up  in  such  order  as  shall  conform  most 
nearly  to  that  laid  d  avu  in  the  Lemiuati  adopted  by   Synod.     The 
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busiiiv.-ss  referred  to  Standing  Committees  shall  have  the  precedence, 
except  subjects  which  may  have  been  assigned  to  some  particular 
hour. 

Article  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  at  all  times,  to 
preserve  order,  guard  against  the  violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  the 
Rules  of  Synod,  and  to  endeavor  to  conduct  all  business  before  Synod 
to  a  speedy  and  proper  conclusion. 

Article  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  carefully  to  keep 
notes  of  the  several  articles  of  business,  which  miy  be  assigned  to 
particular  days,  and  to  call  them  up  at  the  time  appointed,  and  to  ap- 
point all  committees,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  Synod  shall  de- 
cide otherwise. 

Article  VI 1.  The  President  may  speak  with  regard  to  points  of  or- 
der in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  shall  decide  questions  of  order  su^^ject  to  an  appeal  to  Sy- 
nod, which  may  be  taken  by  any  two  members.  Such  appeal  sh  dl  be 
taken  without  debate,  and  require  two  thirds  of  the  members  voting  to 
sustain  it. 

Article  VIII.  If  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  commencement  of  a  meeting  of  S\nod,  to  form  a 
complete  Roll  of  the  members  present,  and  to  put  the  sume  into  the 
hands  of  the  President;  and  to  file  all  papers  in  the  order  they  have 
been  read,  with  proper  endorsements,  and  to  keep  them  in  perfect 
order. 

Article  IX.  Business  left  unfinished  at  a  preceding  sitting  shall  be 
ordinarily  first  taken  up  at  the  succeeding  one. 

Article  X.  A  motion  made  must  be  seconded,  and  afterwards  re- 
peated or  read  aloud  by  the  President,  before  it  is  debated  ;  and  every 
motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  or  any  me.iber, 
require  it. 

Article  XI.  Any  member  who  shall  have  made  a  motion,  shall  have 
liberty  to  withdraw  it,  with  the  cons  'nt  of  his  second,  before  any  de- 
bate has  taken  place  thereon  ;  but  not  afterwards,  without  leave  of  the 
Synod. 

Article  XII.  On  questions  of  order,  adjournment,  commitment,  or 
the  previous  question,  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once.  On 
all  other  questions,  each  member  may  speak  twice,  but  not  oftener, 
without  leave  of  Sjnod. 

Article  XIII.  VVhen  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  except  a  motion  to  amend,  to  commit,  to  postpone,  to  take 
the  previous  question,  or  to  adjourn. 

Article  XIV  An  amendment  may  be  movel  on  any  motion,  and 
shall  be  decided  before  the  original  motion. 

Article  XV.  If  amotion  under  debate  contains  several  par's,  any 
two  member,5  may  call  for  a  division,  and  may  have  the  question  taken 
on  each  part  separately. 

Article  XVI.  The  previous  qupstion  on  any  motion  shall  not  be 
called  until  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afi'orded  to  discuss 
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it.  The  call  to  be  entertaineJ  mut  be  m  ide  by  at  least  twehe  mem- 
bers rising  iu  their  places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  question 
shall  be  in  this  form  :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ?  And  un- 
til it  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  further  amendment  or  debate  on 
the  main  question.  The  effect  of  a  call  for  the  previous  question, 
when  sustained,  shall  be  to  bring  the  Synod  to  a  direct  vote  on  the 
motion  then  pending. 

Article  XVII.  A  question  shall  not  be  again  called  up  or  reconsi- 
dered at  the  same  session  of  the  Synod  in  which  it  has  been  decided, 
unless  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  made  and  seconded  by  persons  who 
voted  with  the  majority. 

Article  XVIII.  Every  member,  when  speaking,  sball  addre-s  him- 
self to  the  President,  and  shall  treat  his  fellow  members,  and  espe- 
cially the  President,  with  decorum  and  respect. 

Article  XIX.  During  the  transaction  of  business,  members  shall 
not  engage  in  private  conversation  ;  nor  sball  one  member  addre  s 
himself  to  another,  or  to  any  person  present,  in  a  debate,  except  by 
permission  from  the  President. 

Article  XX.  No  speaker  shall  be  interrupted,  unless  he  be  out  of 
order,  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mistakes  or  misrepresentations. 

Article  XXI.  It  is  indispensable  that  members  of  Synod  maintain 
great  gravity  and  dignity  ;  that  they  attend  closely  in  their  speeches 
to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  avoid  all  prolix  and  desultory 
harangues;  and  when  they  deviate  from  the  subject,  it  is  the  privilege 
of  any  mamber,  and  the  duty  of  the  President,  to  call  them  to 
order. 

Article  XXII.  No  member,  in  the  course  of  debate,  sball  be  allowed 
to  indulge  in  personalities. 

Article  XXIII.  If  more  than  one  member  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  member,  who  is  most  distant  from  the  President's  chair,  sball 
speak  first. 

Article  XXIV.  When  more  than  three  members  of  the  Synod  shall 
be  standing  at  the  same  time,  the  President  shall  require  all  to  take 
their  seats,  the  person  excepted,  only,  who  may  be  speakiny;. 

Article  XXV.  If  any  member  act,  in  any  respect,  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  it  shall  be  the  pr.vilege  of  any  member,  and  the  duty  of  the 
President,  to  call  him  to  order. 

Article  XXVI  The  Synod,  immediutely  after  it  has  completed  its 
organizition,  shall  define  the  limits,  which  shall  constitute  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion, or  to  vote  on  any  question,  who  is  not  at  the  time,  within  the.-e 
limits. 

Article  XXVII.  Members  ought  not,  without  weighty  reasons,  to 
decline  voting,  as  this  practice  might  leave  the  decision  of  very  iu'e- 
restiug  questions  to  a  small  portion  of  the  Synod.  Silent  members, 
unl  ss  excused  from  voting,  must  be  considered  as  acquiescing  in  the 
vo,e  of  the  majority. 

Article  XXVIII.  The  person  first  named   on  any  committee,  hhall 
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be  considered  as  the  chairman  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  con- 
wne  the  coimuittee  ;  and  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability  to  act,  the 
second  named  me*i  ber  shall  take  his  place  and  perform  his  duties. 

Article  XXIX.  When  different  motions  are  made  with  respect  to 
the  filling  of  blanks  with  particular  numbers  or  times,  the  question 
shall  alwa}s  be  taken  first,  on  the  highest  number,  and  on  the  longest 
time. 

Article  XXX.  When  the  President  has  begun  to  take  the  vote,  no 
furiher  debate  shall  be  admitted,  unless  it  appear  that  a  mistake  has 
occurred;  in  which  case  the  mistake  shall  be  corrected,  and  the  Pre- 
sident shall  recommence  taking  the  vote. 

J.rficle  XXXI.  When  a  vote  is  taken  by  ballot,  the  President  shall 
vote  with  the  other  members ;  but  he  shall  not  vote  in  any  other  case, 
unless  the  Synod  shall  be  equally  divided;  when,  if  he  do  not  choose 
to  vote,  the  question  shall  be  lost. 

Article  XXXII.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  a  protest 
against  any  decision  of  Synod.  If  a  member  feel  himself  as^grieved 
by  any  such  decision,  the  Yeas  and  Na^s  in  the  case,  shall  be  record- 
ed, if  he  require  it. 

Article  XXXIII.  The  Synod  may  sit  in  private,  on  business  which, 
in  their  judgment,  ouaht  not  to  be  matter  of  public  discussion. 

Article  XXXIV.  Besides  the  private  sessions  which  may  be  held 
whenever  it  be  judged  expedient  so  to  do,  the  Synod  may  hold  what 
are  commonly  termed  interlocutory  meetings,  or  Committees  of  the 
whole  Synod,  in  which  membei's  may  freely  converse  together,  with- 
out the  usual  formalities  of  Synodical  proceedings. 

Article  XXXV.  If  a  member  withdraw  from  Synod  without  leave 
from  the  President,  or  return  home  without  the  consent  of  Synod,  he 
shall  incur  the  censure  of  Synod. 

Article  XXXVI.  At  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod,  after  an  ap- 
propriate prayer  and  hymn,  the  President  shall  pronounce  the  Apos- 
tolic benediction. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house  as  directed  by  the  forego- 
ing Rules  of  Order. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod  : 

The  Morning  Sessiojis,  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11 1  o'clock. 

The  Afternoon  Sessions,  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  4^  o'clock. 

Ah  evening  session  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President : 
Minutes  of  S^wd.—'ReY.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker,  H.  II.   W.  Hibshman, 
J.  M.  Souder,  and  Elders  R.  L.  Gray  and  B.  Neff. 
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Overtures. — Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  W.  K.  Zieber,  A.  G.  Dole,  and 
Elders  F.  Ilyle  and  W.  H.  Lakin. 

Correspondence  xcitli  Sister  Churches. — Rev.  A.  Wanner.  1).  Gans, 
J.  T.  Rossiter,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks  and  J.  Bouser. 

Minutes  of  Classes.— \\q\.  J.  S.  Foulk,  S.  S.  Miller,  E.  N.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  J.  R.  Pague  and  E.  Staley 

Exnminatirn.,  Licensure  and  Ordination. — Rev.  G.  L.  Staley,  D. 
Y.  Ileisler,  J.  0  Miller,  and  Elders  J.  H.  Bauserman  and  G.  Hoo- 
baugli. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. — Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  W. 
C.  Cremer,  J.  S.  Shade,  and  Eiders  L.  Markell,  and  J.  T.  Ankeney. 

Misdons. — Rev.  IM.  Kieffer,  J.  C.  Hensell,  W.  F.  Colliflower,  and 
Elders  P.  B.  Mikesell  and  G.  W.  Kochenderfer. 

Finance. — Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  J.  H.  Sykes,  J.  Crawford,  and 
Elders  J.  P.  Reed,  and  J.  W.  Smith. 

Nominations. — Rev.  A.  C  Whitmer,  W.  Goodrich,  S.  K.  Kremer, 
and  Elders  H  0.  Schriver,  and  I.  H.  Keefer. 

Religious  Services. — Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  B.  S.  Schneck,  W.  A. 
Gring,  and  Elders  J.  Walter,  and  P.  S.  Roller. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Maryland,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Re- 
ligion and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Synod's  Board  of  Missions  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

4.  Five  other  Communications  were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VIL 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  Re- 
ligious Services  : 

1.  All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  suitable  religious 
services. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted,  and  is  as  foiows  : 
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The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

SERVICES    IN    CONNECTION    WITH    THE    SYNOD. 
First  Church. 

Thursday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  S.  KiefFer. 

Friday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  L.  Poulson. 

Saturday  afternoon. — Preparatory  Services  :  address  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Callender. 

Saturday  evening. —  Sermon  by 

Sunday  morning. — Communion  Services :  Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  R. 
Eschbach. 

Sunday  afternoon. — Sunday-school  services :  addresses  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Zieber,  and  Dr.  Higbee. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Crawford. 

Second  Reformed   Church  (^German.') 

Saturday  evening. — Preparatory  services  :  sermon  by  Rev.  F.  S. 
Lindaman. 

Sunday  morning. — Communion  services  :  sermon  by  Rev.  J ,  Gan- 
tenbein. 

Sunday  evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  Wanner. 

SERTICES    IN    SISTER    CHURCHES    ON    SUNDAY. 

First  Lutheran  Church — Morning,  Rev.  J.  T.  Rossiter,  and  eve- 
ning, Rev.  Dr.  Staley. 

Second  Lutheran  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and 
evening,  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein. 

First  Presbyterian  Church. — Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Higbee. 

Central  Presbyterian  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer,  and 
evening,  Rev.  W.  M.  Deatrick. 

First  Methodist  Chtirch. — Morning,  Rev.  W.  C.  Cremer,  and  even- 
ing, Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer. 

Second  Methodist  Church, — Morning,  Rev.  W.  Goodrich,  and 
evening,  Rev.  Dr.  KieflFer. 

L'nited  Brethren  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  H.  Wissler,  and  even- 
ing, Rev.  I.  G.  Brown. 

Baptist  Church. — Morning,  Rev.  W.  F.  Colliflower,  and  evening, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Souder. 

Carrstoivn  Colored  Church. — Rev.  D.  W.  Wolff. 

German  Street  Colored  Church. — Rev.  H.  St.  J.  Rinker. 
Respectfully  sulmitted. 

P.  S.  Davis, 

y  B.    S.    SCHNECK, 

J.  Walter, 
P.  S.  Roller. 
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The  religious  services,  as  appointed  by  the  Committee,  were  sever- 
ally obseived. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 
MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minu  es  of  Organization  was  dispensed  with ; 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.  The 
Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1872,  were  also  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
This  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  disposed  of  item  by  item  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  would  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  subjects  as  claiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod. 

Synod  of  Organization. 

Item  1.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  J. 
A.  Peters,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Hassler,  which  was  appoint- 
ed to  act  in  conjunction  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two 
eastern  District  Synods  to  determine  the  boundaries  between  the 
three  Eastern  District  Synods. 

Item  2.  A  resolution,  instructing  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  secure 
the  incorporation  of  Synod,  and  provide  a  suitable  seal  for  the  use  of 
Synod. 

Item  3.  A  resolution  requesting  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  to 
elect  a  due  proportion  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  from  this  Synod,  which  Trustees  and  Visitors 
shall  be  nominated  by  this  Synod,  and  that  an  annual  report  fi'om 
each  of  said  ]5oards  shall  be  sent  to  this  body. 

Item  4.  A  resolution  appoiutins  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  like 
committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  as  proposed  by  said 
body  upon  the  subject  of  Missions,  and  to  devise  a  plan  of  co-opera- 
tion upon  that  subject  to  be  submitted  to  the  several  Synods  interested. 

Item  5.  The  assessments  for  contingent  purposes  upon  the  Classes 
composing  this  Synod. 

Item  G.  A  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Officers  of  this 
Synod  to  prosecute  the  requests  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  that  said  Synod  assume  the  payment  of  the  assessment 
made  by  the  General  Synod  upon  the  ''  proposed  new  Synod  "  for 
contingent  purposes,  and  also  exonerate  the  several  Classes  of  this 
Synod  from  a  proportionate  amount  of  said  Synod's  assessment  upon 
them  for  tlie  contingent  fund  of  that  Synod. 

Item  7.  A  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Stated  Clerk  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  composing  this  Synod  to  this 
mutter,  and  also  furnish  them  with  the  assessments  made  upon  them 
by  this  Synod. 
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Item  8.  A  resolution  directing  the  Stated  Clerk  to  transmit  to  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Synod,  in  re- 
gard to  the  overture  from  that  Synod,  and  that  the  Commission  be 
requested  to  bear  our  greetings  and  assurance  that  we  are  in  full 
Theological  sympathy  with  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

(Jenpral  Synod. 

Item  9,  pages28  and  29.  Two  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  union 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

Item  10,  p'ige  62.  A  resolution  recommending  all  the  pastors  and 
congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  co-operate  with  the  ulerman 
Evangelical  Missiooary  Society  iu  the  United  States. 

Item  11,  page  63.  Is  General  Synod's  action  in  reference  to  Home 
Missions, 

Item  1'2,  page  85.  A  resolution  in  reference  to  the  drafting  of  a 
new  Constitution. 

Item  13,  jMige  92.  A  resolution  requesting  the  Classes  to  add  an 
additional  column  in  the  statistical  table  for  the  number  of  students 
for  the  ministry. 

Itetn  14,  2)age  95.  Aa  assessment  upon  this  Synod  of  $335.00  by 
the  General  Synod  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  said  Synod. 

Item  15,  page  98.  The  General  Synod  holds  its  next  regular  ses- 
sions in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church  of  Fort  Wayne,  Allen  County, 
Indiana,  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Whit-Sunday,  May  19th,  A. 
D.  1875,  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Respectfully  sabmitted, 

Hy.  St.  J.  RiNKER,     ^ 

H.  H    W.  HiBSHMAN,  I 

J.  M.  SouDER,  j-      Committee. 

R.  L.  Gray,  \ 

B.  Neff.  J 

For  the  action  on  items  1,  8,  9,  12,  and  13,  see  Article  XTX., 
Church  Government ;  on  item  2,  see  Article  XXI,,  Miscellaneous  ; 
on  items  4,  10,  and  11,  see  Article  XIV.,  Missions;  on  items  5,  6, 
7,  and  14,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance ;  item  15  was  adopted. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received  and  disposed  of  item  b7  item,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report. 

The  following  papers  have  come  into  their  hands,  which  they  beg 
to  present  to  your  Reverend  body  : 
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1.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  on  the  union  of 
the  three  eastern  Synods,  in  carrying  forward  their  missionary  opera- 
tions. 

2.  A  complaint  from  J.  Z.  Smith  apjainst  the  action  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis!,  in  reconstructing::;  the  Woodcock  Valley  Charae. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  with  reference  to  Church  properfy  in  Washing- 
ton City,  D.  C. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  same  body,  in  reply  to  the  request 
of  this  Synod,  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  certain  assess- 
ments. 

5.  A  paper  containing  the  excuse  of  Rev.  Daniel  Ziegler,  1).  D., 
for  non-attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.   Callender,    Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  in  reference  to  item  l,s(e  Article  XIV., 
Missions ;  item  2,  see  Article  XVII.,  Complaints ;  item  3,  see 
Article  XIX.,  Church  Government;  item  4,  see  Article  XV., 
Finance;  and  item  5,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTE3  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  received,  disposed  of  item  by  item,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  would  respectfully  submit 
the  following  repoit : 

I.    IRREGULARITIES. 

None  reported. 

II.    REQUESTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  The  Chassis  of  Virginia  requests  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  to 
transmit  the  Minutes  of  the  Classes  connected  with  Synod,  to  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  General  Synod. 

2.  Mercersburg  and  Virginia  Classes  refer  the  beneficiary  students 
under  their  care  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  Synod,  and  in- 
struct their  treasurers  to  forward  all  funds  collected  within  their 
bounds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

3.  Maryland  Classis  refers  the  organization  of  the  German 
brethren  within  its  bounds,  into  a  Classis,  to  this  Synod. 

4.  Zion's  Classis  refers  the  apportionment  of  8200.00  to  liquidate 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the 
R'jfurtnei  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  this  Synod. 


None! 
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III.    APPEALS  AND    COMPLAINTS. 
IV.    SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO    CLASSES. 


1.  Mercersburg  Classis  authorized  its  Ti'easurer  to  pay  four-fifths 
of  the  assessment  for  contingent  expenses  to  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  as  directed  by  this  Synod. 

2  Maryland,  Zion's,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  Classes,  took 
favorable  action  on  the  assessments,  as  directed  by  this  Synod. 

V.    LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  AND  DISMISSED. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Harry  M.  KiefFor  ;  received  Rev.  Henry 
Wissler  from  the  Virginia  Classis ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate 
Harry  M.  Kiefi'er  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  Duvid  W.  Wolfi" 
to  the  Clarion  Classis,  and  Rev.  Lewis  D.  Steckel  to  the  Somerset 
Classis. 

2.  Maryland  Classis  received  the  licentiate,  J  Mortimore  Souder, 
from  the  Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  or- 
dained him ;  received  Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld  from  the  same  Classis, 
Rev.  Gotthold  Neef,  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis  (German),  and 
Rev.  Mortimore  L,  Shuford,  from  the  Virginia  Classis ;  dismissed 
Rev.  John  M.  Titzel  to  Westmoreland  Classis,  Rev.  C.  L.  E.  Schild 
to  Western  New  York  Classis,  Rev.  Jacob  Hassler  to  Mercersburg 
Classis,  and  Rev.  H.  L.  Grandlienard,  to  the  Presbytery  of  New 
York. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis  received  Rev.  Henry  Miller  from  the 
Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United  rotates,  and  Rev.  Jacob  Hass- 
ler from  the  Maryland  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Henry  W.  Hoff- 
meier  to  the  Clarion  Cla-sis,  and  Rev.  Wm.  C.  B.  Shulenberger  to 
the  Virginia  Classics. 

4.  Virginia  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  Mortimore  L.  Shuford  to  the 
Maryland  Cla-sis. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classis  ordained   the  licentiate  M.  L.  Hedrick. 

VI.    TIME  AND  PLACE  OP  THE  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OF  CLASSES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis,  will  meet  in  Abbottstown,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  on 
the  third  Friday  iii  May  (15th),  1874,  at  7*  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev. 
John  S.  Foulk,  President^  and  Rev.  Wni.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Staled 
Clerk. 

2  Maryland  Classis,  will  meet  in  Manchester,  Carroll  Co.,  Md., 
on  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday,  June  -Ith,  1874,  at  7i  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Cremer,  President,  and  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller, 
Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Mercersburg  Classis,  will  meet  in  Everett,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa., 
Thursday  evening,  June  4th,  A.  D.  1874,  at  7*  o'clock.  Rev. 
Daniel  Y.  Heisler,  President^  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated 
Clerk. 
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4.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Church,  Augusta  Co., 
Va.,  on  Thursday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  May,  1874,  at  7'  o'clock, 
P,  M.  Rev.  John  C.  Hensell,  President,  and  Re 7.  Henry  St.  Johu 
Rinker,  Stated   Cierk. 

5.  North  Carolina  Classiswill  meet  in  Lower  Stone  Church,  in 
the  Eastern  Rowan  Charge,  North  Caroliaa,  on  Thursday  before  the 
first  Lord's  Day,  in  May,  1874,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  W. 
(yccil,  President,  and  Rev.(jr.  Win.  Welker,  Slated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  S.  Foulk,     ") 

S.  S.  Miller,  | 

Ellis  N.  Kremer,  }•    Committee. 

J.  R.  Pague, 

E.  SrALEY.  J 

Tiie  request  in  item  1  was  on  motion  granted  ;  for  actioo  on  item 
3  of  Reiiuests,  see  Aticl?  XEX.  Church  Groverament;  and  on 
item  4,  see  Article  XV.  Finance;  all  the  remaining  items  in  the 
report  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and   Ordination   sub- 
mitted tlie  following  report,  which  was  received,  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee   on   Examination,  Licensure  and   Ordination   beg 
leave  to  report,  that  there  have  been  no  applicants  referred  to  them, 
and  coDsequeutly,  they  have  nothing  further  to  report. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  Lewis  Staley,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  receiv^ed  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 
Reverend  Fath*;rs  and  Brethren  : 

"  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

From  the  reports  of  the  several  Classes  under  our  Synodical  care, 
we  learo  that   the   Church   within   our  boundaries   is,  in    the   main, 
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blessed  with  encouraglna;  signs  of  prosperity.  Josus  Christ,  "  the 
Alpha  and  the  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  the  first  and 
the  last"  in  our  holy  religion,  is  believed  in,  honored  and  adored, 
not  simply  as  a  human  Saviour,  but,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  as  the 
Son  of  God  who  has  come  in  the  flesh,  and  who  through  His  incarna- 
tion, His  blessed  life  of  humiliation.  His  precious  death,  and  His 
eventual  glorification  by  the  power  of  His  resurrection  and  ascen- 
sion to  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  has  become  "  the  Head  over  :ill 
things  to  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fullness  of  Him  that 
filleth  all  in  all."  To  this  end,  we  are  assured,  that  the  Church  is 
regarded  as  the  bearer  of  Christ's  blessed  life  unto  men  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  the  Saviour's  own  precious 
promise,  when  He  was  about  ascending  on  high,  leading  captivity 
captive  :  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  Hence,  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  administration  of  the  holy  sacraments  are  revered  as 
the  divinely  ordained  channels  of  God's  mercy  and  grace  unto  men, 
in  which  and  through  which  every  want  and  necessity  of  our  help- 
less, fallen  humanity  are  met  and  satisfied. 

Cheering  reports  come  in  from  every  section  of  our  territory  of  the 
regard  in  which  our  time-honored  system  of  Catechization  is  held,  by 
the  laity  as  well  as  by  the  ministry,  as  the  efficient  agency  of  prepar- 
ing the  baptized  children  of  the  Church  for  confirmation  and  the 
Holy  Communion.  The  result  of  this  faithful  care  and  oversight  of 
the  lambs  of  the  Kedeemer's  fold  shows  itself  in  the  reports  that 
during  the  past  year  one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
persons  have  been  received  into  the  full  communion  of  the  Church 
by  the  solemn  rite  of  the  laying-on  of  hands.  This  fact  is  a  manifest 
evidence  that,  as  a  Church,  we  are  still  true  to  "  the  faith  once  de- 
livered to  the  Saints,"  and  also  true  to  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Reformation.  The  Reformed  Church,  to  be  consistent 
with  her  original  genius  and  mission,  cannot  do  otherwise  than  ap- 
preciate and  encourage  an  educational  religion  in  which  the  child  is 
engrafted  into  Christ  through  the  initial  sacrament  of  the  Church, 
and  then,  through  the  faithful  nurture  of  the  Christian  family  and 
the  Catechetical  class,  grows  more  and  more  in  the  grace  of  the  life 
of  Christ  in  order  that  ia  its  own  consciousness  and  life  it  may  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  "  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear, 
after  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear." 

As  an  auxiliary  power  to  .this  system,  every  Classis  recognizes  the 
blessed  influence  exerted  by  the  Sunday-school,  but  at  the  same  time, 
we  cannot  help  but  notice  that  each  Classis  complains  that  this 
branch  of  our  activity,  as  it  is  usually  conducted  among  us,  does  not 
come  up  to  its  full  measure  of  power  and  usefulness.  It  is  felt  on 
all  sides  that  only  as  we  regard  the  Sunday-school  as  the  nursery  of 
the  Church — not  superseding  the  duties  of  Chi-istian  parents  and 
pastors  toward  their  children  and  youth,  but  as  a  help  to  these  agen- 
cies— can  the  school   fulfill  its  legitimate   mission  in   brinoins;  those 
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who,  in  covenant  vows,  have  been  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  to  a  full  realization  that,  "in  body  and  in  soul,  in  life 
and  in  death,  they  are  not  their  oven  but  belong  to  their  faithful 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

The  work  of  Church  extension  is  engaging  no  little  share  of  the 
attention  of  all  the  Classes.  We  are  realizing  more  and  more  thti 
solemn  and  perpetual  obligation  under  which  we  are  placed  to  fulfill 
the  commission  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  :  "  Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  Indeed,  the 
holy  work  of  Missions  challenges  the  regard  and  energy  of  this  young 
Synod  more  earnestly,  perhaps,  than  any  other  sphere  of  (hri.^tian 
activity.  A  large  portion  of  our  area  is  in  the  fullest  sense  mi-sionary 
ground.  The  cry  comes  up  to  us  from  the  fertile  fields  of  Virginia, 
the  forests  and  savannahs  of  Carolina,  and  the  plains  of  California  : 
"  Come  over  and  help  us."  Necessity  is  thus  laid  upon  us  in  this 
direction.  It  i-emains  for  us,  here  upon  the  very  threshold  of  our 
history,  to  determine,  whether  we  will  go  in  and  occupy  the  laad 
that  is  thus  spread  out  before  us.  To  do  this,  we  need  to  develop 
the  resources  which  God  has  placed  within  our  reach,  especially  in 
three  directions : 

aj.  The  spirit  of  Christian  beneficence  among  our  membership, 
which  several  of  the  Classical  reports  complain  of  as  being  at  a  low 
ebb,  must  be  increased.  We  need  more  grace  to  realize  the  truth  of 
the  precious  declaration  of  the  sacred  Scripture,  that  "  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive;"  and  we  need  moreover  to  develop 
this  grace  of  Charity  in  a  systematic  direction,  contributing  in  the 
old  Apostolic  way,  according  to  the  injunction  :  "  Upon  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  let  every  one  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered 
him." 

b).  We  need  also  men  for  this  great  work.  The  whitening  harvest 
is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few  indeed.  Our  sons,  consecrated  in 
holy  baptism  unto  God,  must  be  challenged  in  the  f.imily,  from  the 
pulpit,  in  the  Catechetical  Class  and  the  Sunday-school,  with  the 
solemn  message  of  the  Master,  "  Go  ye  also  into  the  vineyard."  They 
must  be  made  to  feel  that  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  them,  even 
though  they  he  accompanied  only  with  the  prospect  of  poverty  and 
self-denial,  are  of  paramount  significance  and  importance — more 
binding  than  the  emoluments,  the  fame  and  the  honors  of  life  in  any 
other  sphere  of  labor. 

]iut,  c).  Of  what  account  are  pecuniary  resources,  or  of  what  ac- 
count are  even  men  without  a  thorough  Christian  traraing  for  the 
work  ?  The  ministry  that  is  needed  at  the  present  day,  to  carry 
forward  the  work  of  the  Lord,  must  be  pre-eminently  an  educated 
ministry.  The  world  that  is  to  be  overcome  is  now  clothed  in  the 
garb  of  a  refined,  enlightened  and  civilized  infidelity.  Materialism  and 
rationalism,  not  in  their  crudest  forms,  but  in  the  fascination  of  intel- 
lectual power  and  the  sanctified  demeanor  of  an  evangelical  philoso- 
phy, are  the  main  features  of  its  opposition   to   "  the  truth  as  it   is  in 
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Jesus."  To  meet  these  antagonistic  forces,  the  Ministry  of  Christ 
must  be  trained  to  be  workmen  of  whom  the  Church  need  not  be 
ashamed.  Hence,  it  becomes  our  imperative  duty  to  foster  and 
maintain  our  institutions  of  learning,  in  which  men  maybe  thorough- 
ly nurtured  and  trained  in  Christ  to  go  forth  and  handle  efficiently  the 
weapons  of  the  Spirit "  against  the  principalities,  the  powers,  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places."  We  have  wealth,  we  have  sons,  we  have  institutions  of 
learning,  founded  and  established  for  this  very  end.  Will  we  as 
ministers  and  elders  of  the  Synod  labor  and  pray  that  all  these  re- 
sources, which  the  Lord  has  placed  within  our  hands,  may  be  laid 
upon  the  altar  of  the  gospel,  and  thus  become  consecrated  to  the 
great  work  of  bringing  in  the  full  power  and  consummation  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  among  men  ?  Only  in  the  degree  that  we,  to 
whom  the  great  commission  has  been  entrusted,  come  up  to  this 
work  of  the  Lord  against  the  miirhty,  "  shall  the  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  place  be  glad;  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as 
the  rose." 

In  conclusion,  it  but  remains  for  us  to  open  our  necrological  table 
and  make  the  first  entry  therein.  The  message  has  been  sent  to  us 
that  during  the  past  year  four  of  our  co  laborers  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry  have  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus.  The  Rev.  John  Lantz,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Theobald  Fouse,  and  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Hofifmeier,  have  passed  from  the  conflicts  of  the 
Church  militant  to  the  glories  of  the  Church  triumphant.  Each  one 
of  these  brethren  fell  at  his  post  of  duty,  and  has  left  behind  the 
record  of  a  long  lite,  faithfully  a  d  devotedly  spent  in  the  service  of 
the  Redeemer.  May  we,  who  tarry  yet  for  a  season  to  bear  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  "  follow  their  faith,  that  we  may  enter 
at  death  into  their  joy;  and  so  abide  with  them  in  rest  and  peace, 
till  both  they  and  we  shall  reach  our  common  consummation  of  re- 
demption and  bliss  in  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  last  day." 

And,  "  now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power  that  worketh 
in  us,  unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus,  throughout 
all  ages,  world  without  end.     Amen." 

Respectfully  submitted. 
J.  A.  Peters,  "^ 

W.  C.  Cremer,  I 

J.  S.  Shade,  )-  Committee. 

Louis  Markell,  j 

J.  T.  Ankeney.  j 

{For  Statistical  Tables,  see  Appendix.) 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 
EDUCATION. 

REPORT    OF   THE    BOARD    OF   EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  submitted  its  annual  report,  which  was 
received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  follows : 

The  Board  of  Education,  elected  at  the  organization  of  Synod  at 
Frederick  City,  Md.,  iVpril  22d,  1873,  organized  by  electing  .tlev.  P. 
S.  Davis,  President,  Rev.  I.  Gr.  Brown,  Secretary,  and  Elder  David 
C.  Hammond,  Treasurer, 

A  second  meeting  was  bold  in  June  last.  The  Board  felt  embar- 
rassment in  its  entire  want  of  any  instructions,  and  in  view  of  the 
vastness  of  its  labors ;  feeling  that  the  whole  educational  interests  of 
Synod  were  committed  to  its  care.  Without  funds,  and  considering 
the  vastness  of  the  work  and  field,  the  great  want  of  active  ministers, 
the  large  number  of  vacant  charges,  the  small  number  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  the  lioard  felt  constrained  and  authorized  to  commence 
its  work  by  using  the  means  most  available.  They  accordingly  over- 
tured  the  Jioard  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  if  within  their 
ability,  and  without  any  pecuni  ry  liability  to  the  Synod,  to  take  such 
action  as  might  inaugurate  the  work  of  Theological  Instruction  to 
such  students  as  might  oiFer,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  this 
Board.  In  compliance  with  this  overture  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
Mercersburg  College,  in  connection  with  the  Paucity  of  said  College — 
two  members  of  which  were  formerly  Teachers  of  Theology  under  the 
authority  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States — 
have  inaugurated  a  Post-Graduate  Course  in  connection  with  Mercers- 
burg College,  and  have  now  four  students  under  theological  instruc- 
tion, without  any  cost  to  this  Board,  and  these  students  have  instruc- 
tion and  boarding  free. 

Your  Board  propose  to  make  some  change  in  the  management  of 
the  beneficiary  interests,  and  would  report  a  copy  of  a  Bond  received 
from  Mercersburg  Classis — a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  attached. 
Your  Board  approve  of  said  form,  as  the  Bond  to  be  given  by  all 
Beneficiary  Students. 

Your  liuard  propose  to  manage  the  finances  of  this  department  in  a 
business  way.  And  as  they  do  not  feel  like  assuming  for  themselves, 
or  this  Synod,  obligations  without  some  resources,  would  recommend, 
that  the  subject  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  earnestly  brought  before 
each  congregation  by  its  respective  pastor. 

There  has  been  no  oflicial  notice  of  the  transfer  of  beneficiary  stu- 
dents to  this  Board  by  any  of  the  Classes.     Your  Board  would  recom- 
mend  that  such   transfer  of  the  beneficiaries   be  made,  and  that  the 
ministry  be  earnestly  requested  to  interest  themselves  in  impressing 
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young  men  with  their  duty  in  this  regard.     All  of  which  is  reapect- 
fully  submitted.  P.  S.  Davis, 

I.  G.  Brown, 

J.  S.  FOULK, 
J.  S.  KlEFFER, 

J.  Heyser, 
F.  M.  McKeehan, 
D.  C.  Hammond. 


The  following  is  the  Form  of  Bond  as  adopted  by  the  Mercer?burg 
Classis,  and  also  adopted  by  the  Synod,  with  a  single  slight  amendment : 

KNOW   ALL    MEN    BY    THESE   PRESENTS, 

That  I,  W.  I.  S.,  of  the  County  of  Franklia  and  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Rev.  D.  Y.  H.,  President,  Bev. 
W.  M.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  and  Bev.  W.  M.  D.,  Treasurer  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis,  in  trust  for  the  Mercersburg  Classis  of  the  Beformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  good 
and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  D.  Y. 
H.,  W.  M.  D.,  and  W.  M.  D.,  their  certain  attorney,  or  their  succes- 
sors ia  office,  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  money  that  has  already  been  advanced  to  me  and  is 
promised  to  be  furnished  to  me  from  time  to  time,  I  do  hereby  bind 
myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  firmly  by  these 
presents. 

Sealed  with  my  seal,  and  dated  this  27th  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

The  Conditions  of  the  above  obligation  a,re  such,  That  if  the  above 
bounden  W.  I.  S.  shall  conduct  himself  as  becomes  a  student  of  the 
Ho!y  Ministry,  and  shall  not  abandon  the  object  of  the  ministry 
during  his  Collegiate  and  Seminary  course,  and  shall  enter  upon  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  connection  with  the  Beformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  and  continue  therein  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
or  should  he  die*  whilst  a  student  engaged  in  his  studies  or  in  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry,  then  this  obligation  shall  be  null  and 
void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  to  the  extent 
of  the  moneys  paid  him  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  or  paid  for.  the 
Classis  to  him  by  persons  authorized  so  to  do,  with  legal  interest 
thereon  from  the  actual  time  of  payment,  and  all  costs  for  recovering 
the  moneys  for  which  this  bond  is  given.  ^  r-^^ — >  n 

W.  I.    S.        ]     SEAL.     [ 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  1 
presence  of  J.  M.      j 

*  The  Synod  here  inserted  in  its  own  Bond  the  clause— "or  become  disabled  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  Board." 
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For  the  true  observance  of  the  above  contract  or  bond,  we  J.  H. 
and  J.  13.  G.,  do  hereby  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  ad- 
ministrators, and  every  of  them,  unto  the  said  D.  Y.  H.,  President, 
W.  M.  D.,  Stated  Clerk,  and  W.  M.  D.,  Treasurer  of  Mercersburg 
Classis,  their  certain  attorney,  or  their  successors  in  office,  to  the 
extent  of  the  moneys  paid  the  aforesaid  W.  I.  S.  by  the  Mercersburg 
Classis,  or  paid  for  the  Classis  to  him  by  persons  authorized  so  to  do, 
with  legal  interest  thereon  from  the  actual  time  of  payment,  and  all 
costs  for  recovering  the  moneys  for  which  the  above  Board  is  given. 

The  Condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  That  if  the  said  W.  I.  S. 
shall  and  do,  in  all  things,  well  and  truly  observe,  fulfill,  and  keep 
the  Covenant  aforesaid,  which  on  his  part  and  behalf  is  to  be  observed 
and  kept,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  aa 
mentioned  in  the  above  written  Bond,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void, 
or  else  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
27th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three. 


J.  H.        -I     SEAL.     I 
J.  B.  G.        I    SEAL.    I 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  J.  M. 

W.  D. 


The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  connection  with  the 
adoption  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  imparting  Theological  instruction  to 
such  persons  whose  services  are  needed  in  carrying  forward  the  edu- 
cational work  of  Mercersburg  College ;  and  that  we  hereby  give  said 
Board  discretionary  power  to  act  in  exceptional  cases  as  they  may 
occur. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolution  is  not  to  be  construed  as  de- 
termining the  policy  of  the  Synod  in  the  matter  of  establishing  a 
Theological  Seminary  within  its  bounds,  such  determination  being 
left  for  luture  contingencies. 

Rrsohid,  That  the  Board  of  EJucation  be  instructed  to  attend  the 
examination  of  the  students  receiving  Theological  instruction  at  Mer- 
cersburg College. 

ELECTION    OF   BOARD  OF   EDUCATION. 

The  following  individua's  were  elected  the  Board  of  Education  for 
the  current  year,  viz.  :  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown,  P.  S.  Davis,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J. 
S.  KiefFer,  and  Elders  J.  Ueyser,  D.  C  Hammond,  and  F.  M. 
McKeehan. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

I.    REPORT  or  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

The  Board  of  Missions  appointed  at  the  organization  of  the  Synod 
submitted  the  followiug  report,  which  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions  : 

To  THE  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Missions  which  you  se- 
lected at  the  organization  of  the  Synod  at  Frederick  City  last  spring, 
were  substantially  the  same,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  that  had 
been  selected  by  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  when  as  yet  we  were  a  part 
of  that  body  The  Executive  Committee  being  the  same,  it  was  con- 
cluded best  to  conduct  missions  on  the  territory  of  both  Synods  as 
one  board,  and  with  but  one  Treasury. 

We,  during  the  year,  have  acted  in  the  expectation,  that,  after  this 
fall  meeting  of  the  different  Synods  in  the  east,  there  would  be  uni- 
ted action  in  the  cause  of  Missions,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Conference.  And  until  tjien  your  Board  of  Missions  aud  that  of  the 
Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  should  act  as  one. 

We  submit  herewith  the  report,  which  we  made  to  the  Synod  of 
the  U.  S.jheld  in  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  together  with  the  report  of  our 
Treasurer. — These,  if  you  desire,  can  be  read — but  in  that  case  we  do 
not  think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  engrossed  in  your  proceed- 
ings in-asmuch  as  they  will  be  published  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Sy- 
nod of  the  U.  S. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  received  and  disbursed  by  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Received  from  the  churches  generally,  ^3707.30 

Received  from  the   Sunday-schools,  whose  names  are  on  a 
Roll  of  Honor,  891.46 

Total        $4598.76 
Paid  out  per  orders  of  the  Board,  4489.30 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Balance       $109.46 


J.  0.  Miller, 
Pres.  of  B.  H.  Missions. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  then  called  for  :  it  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  On  motion,  the  Stated  Clerk 
was  instructed  not  to  engross  the  reports  of  the  President  or  Trea- 
surer of  the  Board  of  Missions,  as  made  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 
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II.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OP   CONFERENCE. 

The  following  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  with  similar 
Committees  appointed  by  the  Synods  of  the  United  States  and  Pitts- 
burgh was  read  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Missions  : 

To  THE  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  Conference  invited  by  the  appointment  of  a  special  Committee 
at  your  meeting  at  Frederick  City,  to  confer  with  similar  representa- 
tives from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  and  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh, was  held,  in  which  the  three  Synods  were  duly  represented. 

The  Conference  met  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  August  28th,  and  adjourned 
to  York,  Pa.,  September  30th,  1873. 

After  carefully  canvassing  the  whole  subject  of  Home  Missions,  it 
was  unanimously  agreed,  that  an  organic  Union  in  the  work  of  3Iis- 
sions  is  desirable,  and  respectfully  recommend  to  each  of  the  Synods 
represented  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  lor  their  adoption  : 

In  as-much  as  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  Missions  has  been  prac- 
tically inoperative  for  several  years  past,  and  inasmuch  as  the  differ- 
ent Synods  of  the  Reformed  Church  do  not  judge  it  best  at  present, 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  Missions  through  the  G-eneral  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  ;  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Syntid  of  the  Potomac,  fully 
persuaded  of  the  advantages  of  united  hearty  action  in  the  good  and 
pressing  cause,  hereby  agree  among  themselves  in  the  following  arti- 
cles for  jointly  carrying  forward  this  blessed  work. 

I.    OF  committees  OR  BOARDS  OF  MISSIONS. 

Each  District  Synod  shall  elect  a  Committee  or  Board  of  Missions. 

II.    OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

As  soon  as  pos^sible  after  the  election  of  these  boards,  they  shall 
hold  a  joint  meeting  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
their  respective  Chairmen,  and  elect  from  their  number  four  persons 
who  shall  be  members  of  an  Executive  Council,  the  duties  of  which 
are  hereinafter  specified. 

III.    OP  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF   MISSIONS. 

There  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of  Missions,  who  shall  have  the 
general  oversight  of  the  work  as  carried  forward  by  the  several  Sy- 
nods co-operating. 

At  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Boards  of  Missions,  they  shall  elect 
a  general  Treasurer,  who  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  funds  upon 
approval  by  the  Executive  Council  of  warrants  countersigned  by  the 
Superintendent. 

The  authority  of  the  Executive  Council  shall  be  general ;  they 
shall  be  the  Counsellors  of  the  General  Superintendent,  and  through 
him  carry  into  execution  in  an  efficient  manner  what  is  determined 
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upon  by  the  joint  meetings  of  the  Boards  ;  they  shall  have  authority 
to  act  directly  upon  all  such  matters  as  may  demand  action,  during 
the  interim  between  the  meetings  of  the  Boards. 

The  Superintendent  shall  be  ex-officio  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  as  well  as  of  the  several  Boards  of  Missions,  and  of  the  same 
when  assembled  in  joint  meeting. 

Whenever  an  election  is  required,  the  Executive  Council  shall 
nominate  to  the  several  Synods,  one  or  more  suitable  persons  for  the 
office  of  Superintendent,  and  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods 
shall  be  sufBcient  to  elect. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Superintcndency,  the  Executive  Council 
shall  have  power  to  fill  the  same  temporarily,  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Synods,  when  they  shall  nominate  one  or  more  candi- 
dates for  election  by  the  Synods. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be  four  years,  and 
he  may  be  re-elected  if  it  is  thought  proper. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  members  of  the  Boards  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  shall  also  be  four  years,  but  the  Synods  may,  if  they 
choose,  elect  a  portion  of  their  Boards  annually,  and  the  Boards  in 
the  same  way  may  provide  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  at  their  joint  meetings. 

The  particular  duties"  of  the  General  Superintendent,  his  salary,  &c., 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Council. 

The  Superintendent  shall  present  an  annual  Report  to  each  of  the 
District  Synods. 

The  Committee  or  Board  of  each  District  Synod  shall  devise  such  plans 
and  means,  as  they  shall  provide  within  themselves,  for  promoting  the 
cause  of  Missions,  within  the  bounds  of  their  Synod,  such  as  organizing 
Missionary  Societies,  holding  Missionary  Conventions,  securing  funds, 
and  taking  the  general  oversight  of  the  Mibsionary  cause,  so  far  as 
not  provided  for  by,  or  may  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  General  Superintendent. 

There  shall  be  at  least  one  annual  joint  meeting  of  the  several 
Boards,  which  shall  be  held  shortly  before  the  yearly  meetings  of  the 
Synods,  with  special  reference  to  presenting  the  work  of  the  past, 
and  suggesting  that  of  the  coming  year  in  proper  form,  as  brought 
before  them  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent.  All  matters  not 
determined  by  the  action  of  the  Synodical  Boards,  shall  be  passed  on 
at  this  meeting. 


These  are  presented  for  adoption  as  general  articles  of  agreement, 
by  the  respective  Synods.  It  is  believed  that  they  are  sufficient  to 
inaugurate  and  carry  forward  the  work  of  Missions  with  new  vigor 
and  greater  efficiency.  They  may  be  impi'oved  and  amended  from 
time  to  time  by  the  action  of  the  Synods,  and  they  may  be  supple- 
mented by  the  different  Boards  and  the  Executive  Couucil,  in  lelev- 
ence  to  such  points  as  are  not  here  provided  for. 
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The  Conference  presents  the  name  of  llev.  F.  K.  Levan  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  as  a  suitable  person  for  the  office  of  General  Su- 
perinteudent  of  3Iissions,  aod  respectfully  asks  that  an  election  be 
held  in  his  case.  Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  P/esnlent. 

E.  11.  EsciiBACH,  Secretary. 

III.    REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  the  foregoing  documents 
were  referred,  submitted  their  report.  It  was  received,  taken  up 
item  by  item,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report  as  follows:  But 
two  documents  have  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

1.  The  first  isth  e  Report  of  Synod's  Board  of  Missions. 

From  this  report  we  are  greatly  rejoiced  to  learn  that  the  Board 
have  carried  forward  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church  with  great 
»'nergy  and  zeal.  The  heavy  debt  resting  upon  the  Board  has  been 
liquidated,  and  all  the  Missionaries  paid  in  full,  up  to  the  first  of  the 
present  month,  leaving  a  small  balance  of  ^109.46  in  the  Treasury. 
For  this  result  we  should  be  devoutly  thankful  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church ;  and  under  God,  we  think  the  members  of  our  Board 
deserve  our  special  thanks  for  their  self-denial  and  laithfubuss  in 
carrying  forward  the  work  committed  to  their  care. 

That  there  maybe  entire  co-operation  in  this  work,  we  recommend 
that  the  Classes  under  this  Synod,  dissolve  their  Boards,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  that  the  weak  congregations  within  the  Classes  be 
fostered  by  means  of  sustentation  funds,  and  that  all  missionary 
operations  be  carried  forward  by  the  Synod's  Board. 

2.  The  second  paper  is  a  plan  for  the  Organic  Union  and  co-opera- 
tion,  in  the  Missionary  work,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, appointed  by  this  Synod  at  Frederick,  to  confer  with  similar 
Comiuittees  by  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  and  of  Pittsburgh. 

This  plan  is  cordially  recommended  by  us  for  adoption  by  this 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  KlEFFER,  Chairman. 


Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Conference,  Rev.  F.  K. 
Levan  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  was  chosen  as  General  Superinten- 
dent of  Home  Missions. 


In  reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod,  to  all 
the  pastors  and  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  to  co-operate  with  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  work  of  Foreign  ^lissions,  Synod 
adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  » 

Whereas,  The  General  Synod's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has 
inaugurated  measures  to  send  out  a  missionary,  therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  our  collections  for   Foreign    Missi.'ns   be   paid    to 
fhe  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod's  Board. 


IV.    ELECTION  OF  BOARD  OF    MISSIONS. 

The  following  individuals  were  elected  Synod's  Board  of  Missions, 
viz.  :  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich.  and  Elders  W.  A.  Wilt,  Gr.  S.  Griffith  and  Henry  Wirt. 

On  motion,  the  Board  of  Missions  was  directed  to  determine,  at 
its  first  meeting,  which  of  its  members  shall  serve  for  oae  year, 
which  for  two  yeais,  which  for  three  years,  and  which  for  four  years. 


A  telegram  from  Rev.  F.  Fox,  Rev.  J.  H.  Kriiger  and  Rev.  J. 
Miihlhaupt,  missionaries  on  the  Pacific  coast,  was  received  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  second  day's  session,  sending  greetings  to  Synod, 
which  elicited  the  following  action  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  President  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  respond 
by  letter  to  this  telegram,  giving  these  brethren  words  of  cheer. 

Resolved,  further,  That  we  also  give  tliem  material  aid. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  solicit  volun- 
tary contributions  for  this  purpose,  the  funds  to  be  paid  within 
thirty  days. 

Rev.  J.  Crawford,  J.  C.  Hensell,  and  Elder  J.  P.  Reed  were  ap- 
pointed the  Committee  called  for  in  the  last  resolution.  Subse- 
quently the  Committee  reported,  that  they  had  secured  $128.75  in 
cash,  for  this  object.  Synod  ordered  these  funds  to  be  handed  to 
the  President,  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  be  remitted  to  the  Mis- 
sions in  California. 


ARTICLE  XV. 
FINANCE. 

I.    treasurer's  REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  bis  report,  which  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.    The  report  is  as  follows  : 
Louis    Markell,    Treasurer,  in  account  with   the    Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  Reformed  Church. 
1873.  DR. 

May  21.        To  cash  received  of.  Rev.  H,   St.  J.  Rinker, 

Treasurer  of  Virginia  Classis $35  00 

May  29.        To  cash  received  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  Trea- 
surer of  North  Carolina  Classis 30  00 

Sept.  23.       To  cash  received  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer 

of  Maryland  Classis 112  00 

Oct.  10.    *  To  cash  received   of  Rev.   Wm.   M.  Deatrick, 

Treasurer  of  Mercersburg  Classis 112  00 

$289.00 
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1873.  CR. 

Oct.  10.      By  cash  paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  De'atrick,  salary  as 

Stated  Clerk  of  Synod 75  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 214  00 

$289.00 
Due  Synod  from  Zion's  Classis  $112.00.  ^~ 

II.    REPORT  OF  COMM-ITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  followiug  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  report : 

That  they  are  somewhat  embarrassed  to  know  what  amount  should 
be  named  by  this  Synod,  to  meet  its  necessary  expenses  during  the 
coming  year.  They  assume,  however,  that  8400.00,  together  with 
the  amount  in  the  Treasury,  and  yet  due  Synod,  will  be  sufficient  for 
this  purpose.  They  accordingly  recommend  the  apportionment  of 
that  sum  among  the  several  Classes  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Zion's  Classis, $112  00 

Maryland  Classis, 112  00 

Mercersburg  Classis, 112  00 

Virginia  Classis 35  00 

North  Carohna  Classis, 30  00 

$401  00 

They  have  also  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  find  it  cor- 
rect— with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $214  00 — and  with  8112.00  due 
from  Zion's  Classis. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  A.  RUPLEY,  '\ 

James  Crawford,        V  Committee. 
Jno.  p.  Reed,  j 


Zion's  Classis  referred  the  apportionment  of  $200.00  upon  said 
Classic,  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  in  the  United 
States,  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  of  that  Board,  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac. 

This  item  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  J. 
0.  Miller,  E.  E.  Iligbee,  an  1  S.  N.  Callender. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  4  of  Requests  from  the 
Report  on  the  Classical  Minutes,  having  reference  to    the  Classis  of 
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Zion,  and  an  apportionment  made  upon  it  for  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Beneficiary  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States — 
together  with  certain  resolutions  and  amendments  before  the  Synod 
yesterday,  report  the  following  paper  on  the  general  subject  involved: 

In  view  of  the  fact,  that  claims  are  made  upon  the  Clas^ses  consti- 
tuting the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  to  aid  in  liquidating  a  debt  con- 
tracted by  the  Beneficiary  Board  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac;  and,  Whereas,  there  is  a  beneficiary  fund 
from  which  moneys  were  and  are  now  derived  for  Beneficiary  Educa- 
tion, which  fund  belonged  to  the  whole  Synod,  then  embracins  the 
new  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  upon  which  this  Synod  regards  itself  as 
still  having  just  claims;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  confer  with  the  Synnd  of  the 
United  States,  with  instructions  to  request  that  Synod  to  liquidate  our 
share  of  this  debt  assessed  upon  the  Classes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Po- 
tomac, with  its  proper  share  of  the  interests  derived  from  the  Old 
Beneficiary  fund. 

Resolved^  further,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  the  great  necessity  of  the  two 
Synods  coming  to  a  clear  and  fixed  understanding  of  the  relation  which 
the  two  Synods  sustain  to  these  funds,  which  were  held  by  the  Church 
in  common  -prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  ") 

E.  E.  Higbee,  >  Committee. 

S.  N.  Callender,    ) 

The  committee  called  for  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  consists  of 
Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  F.  A.  Rupley,  and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  S  ates,  held  at  Bioomsburg,  Pa.,  in  reply  to 
the  overture  from  this  Synod,  that  said  Svnod  assume  the  assessment 
of  $335.00  upon  the  '^  Proposed  New  Synod,"  by  the  General  Synod 
of  Cincinnati,  and  also  exonerate  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod 
from  the  payment  of  five-ninths  of  the  assessments  for  Contingent 
purposes,  made  by  the  Synod  of  Martinsburg  in  1872. 

This  communication  informs  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  that  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  assumes  the  payment  of  $335.00  assessed 
for  Contingent  purposes  by  the  General  Synod  upon  the  Proposed 
New  Synod — the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, — and,  further,  that  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  declines  to  grant  the  exoneration  of  five- 
ninths  of  the  assessments  for  contingent  purposes  made  by  the  Synod  of 
the  United  States,  held  at  Martinsburg,  West  Virgnia,in  October  1872. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  insiructed  to  all  the  attention  of  the  several 
Classes  of  this  Synod  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  this  matter. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFEEENCES. 

Nothiu";  occurred. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 


COMPLAINTS. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  a  Complaint  from  Elder 
John  Z.  Smith  against  certain  action  of  a  special  meeting  of  Mercers- 
burg  Classis,  held  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  October  2d,  1873.  This  item  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  consisiiog  of  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  Goodrich, 
A.  R.  Kremer,  and  Elders  L.  Markell  and  J.  W.  Messersmith,  to 
examine  whether  the  complaint  be  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order,  to 
report  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  taken  up. 

This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Complaint  of  John  Z. 
Smith,  a  delegate  of  the  Woodcock  Valley  charge,  against  certain 
action  of  the  Mercersburg  Classis,  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  heard 
the  parties  in  the  case:  from  which  they  learn,  that  the  Complaint  is 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  is  aflSrmed  by  members  of  Classis,  that 
no  notice  of  said  complaint  was  given  to  the  Classis  before  its  rising — 
and  in  consequence  no  notice  of  such  complaint  is  found  on  the  face 
of  the  minutes  of  said  Classis.  Hence  the  complaint  is  out  of  order^ 
and  we  therefore  recommend  that  said  complaint  be  dismissed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  0.  Miller,  ^ 

W.  Goodrich,  | 

A.  R.  Kremer,  }■  Commitlee. 

Louis  Markell,  j 

J.  W.  Messersmith,    J 


ARTICLE  XVIIL 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  an  additional  Board  be  established,  to  be  called  the 
Sunday-School  Board  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  to  which  shall  be  com- 
mitted the  interests  of  the  Sunday-School  work  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Synod  ;  snid  Board  to  consist  of  five  members,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  elected  annually. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  President  cf  Synod  be  directed  at  this 
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time  to  appoint  said  Board,  one  member  to  serve  for  one  year,  one  for 
two  years,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  five  years. 
The  Sunday  School  Board,  as  appointed  by  the  President  and  ap- 
proved by  Synod,  consists  of  Rev.  James  Crawford  for  five  years, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Santee  for  four  years.  Rev.  J.  S.  Foulk  for  three  years, 
Elder  F.  M.  McKeehan  for  two  years,  and  Elder  a.  S.  Griffith  for 
one  year. 

The  following  resolution  was  subsequently  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  Friday  evening,  October  23d,  of  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod,  be  set  apart  for  the  discussion  of  topics  connected 
with  the   Sunday-School   work,  and  that  the  arrangements  for  this 
meeting  be  committed  to  the  Sunday-School  Board  of  the  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Organization,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  two  Eastern 
District  Synods,  to  determine  the  boundaries  between  the  three 
Eastern  District  Synods,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  and  the  committee  was  continued: 

To  THE  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  committees  from  the 
"  Synod  in  the  United  States,"  and  the  "  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,"  on 
defining  the  boundaries  of  the  several  Eastern  Synods,  beg  leave  to 
report,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  had  no  opportu- 
nity of  appointing  its  committee  in  time  to  hold  such  conference  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  this  Synod,  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  do 
any  thing  in  the  work  for  which  we  have  been  appointed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Peters, 

F.    A.    RUPLEY. 


The  Stated  Clerk  reported,  that  he  had  transmitted,  as  instructed, 
to  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Chairman  of  the  Commission  from  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  in  regard  to  the  overture  from  that  Synod. 


Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  matter  of 
union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  that  each  District  Synod  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  Synod  appointed  the  following  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  and  Elder  I.  Laucks. 


45 

The  following  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S.  N. 
Callender,  and  Elder  J.  Ileyser,  was  appointed  to  aid  in  drafting  a 
new  Constitution,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  General  Syrjod. 


The  Classes  were  directed  to  insert  an  additional  column  in  their 
statistical  tables  for  the  number  of  students  preparing  for  the  Holy 
Ministry,  as  directed  by  the  General  Synod. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  stating  that  it  had  referred  to  the  Maryland  Classis  the  sub- 
ject of  certain  interests  of  said  Synod  in  churca  property  in  Washing- 
ton City,  D.  C. 

The  attention  of  the  Maryland  Classis  was  directed  to  this  matter. 


The  Maryland  Classis  having  referred  the  organization  of  the  Ger- 
man brethren  within  its  bounds  into  a  Classis  to  this  Synod,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  inform  the  German  Brethren,  that  the 
same  authority  given  to  them  to  form  a  Classis  by  the  Martinsburi' 
Synod,  is  continued  to  them  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 


The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted : 
Whereas,  Many  of  the  Charters  of  our  congregations  are  not  in 

harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed   Church   in   the 

United  States,  therefore  j 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  be 

directed  to  see  to  it,  that  the  charters  of  congregations  harmonize 

with   the    Constitution   of    the   Reformed    Church   in    the    United 

States. 


ARTICLE  XX. 
PUBLICATION. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Organization  and  of  the  present  sessions 
duly  authenticated,  published,  in  the  same  size  and  form  as  the  Min- 
utes of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States — the  Minutes  of  Organization 
in  their  running  order,  and  of  this  meeting  in  Lemmata  form — and 
distribute  them  amongst  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Report  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  ' 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  October  24,  1873. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  adopted  as  the  device  for  the  seal,  a  cross  with  the  legend  : 
'0  tycjv  rov  Ylov^  k'/et  rijv  C(07Jv—He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life,  1 
John  5:  12;  and  the  words,  "The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Re- 
formei  Church,  U.  S.,  1873."  This  seal  has  been  engraved  under 
the  superintendence  of  Elder  Edward  J.  Zahm,  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
and  is  presented  to  the  Synod  with  the  fraternal  greetings  of  that 
brother. 

They  have  decided  upon  the  form  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation, 
which  they  will  endeavor  to  secure  from  both  the  Legislatures  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  at  their  next  sessions.  They  present 
along  with  this  report,  a  copy  of  this  act  of  incorporation  for  the  in- 
spection and  approval  of  the  Synod. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Lewis  H.  Steiner, 
Louis  Markell, 
William  Heyser, 
J.  O.  Miller, 
S.  N.  Callender. 


Lewis  ET.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Elders  Louis  Markell  and  Wm.  Heyser, 
and  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  and  S.  N.  Callender  were  reelected  Trustees 
of  Synod. 


The  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  was  referred  for  examination 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber,  and  Elders 
J.  P.  Reed  and  P.  B.  Mikesell. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted  : 

The  .special  committee  to  which  was  referred  for  examination  the 
proposed  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  respectfully  reports,  that  we  have  examined  said  document, 
find  it  carefully  prepared,  and  adapted  to  our  wants. 

Two  verbal  additions  are  needed  to  make  this  proposed  charter 
more  complete,  viz.:  1st  on  page  1.  line  5,  insert  the  word  "  devises" 
between  the  words  "donations"  and  "bequests,"  so  as  to  read  "dona- 
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tions,  devises  and  bequests."  2d  on  page  1,  line  6,  insert  the  word 
"lands"  before  the  word  "moneys,"  so  as  to  read  "to  be  possessed 
of  lands  and  moneys." 

With  these  additions,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  by  which  the  act  of  incorporation 
was  prepared,  be  instructed  to  secure  its  passage  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  ZlEBER,  1 

Jno.  p.  Reed,  v  Committee. 

Peter  B.  Mikesell,  \ 

ClTAMBERSBURG,  Pa.,  ) 

October,  1S73.  j 

Tn  regard  to  the  seal  of  Synod,  the  following  resolution  of  thanks 
wns  unaniniously  adopted  : 

Besolv'd,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered,  by  the  Synod  of  the 
l*otoTijac,  to  Elder  Kdward  J.  Zahm,  for  the  present  of  the  seal  and 
press  to  this  Synod. 


The  following  statement  was  received  from  the  "  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  Ministers  of  the  Reformed 
Church,"  and  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Minutes. 

Annual   Statement  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 

Widows. 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  has  instructed  the  under- 
signed to  present  to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  a  statement  of  its 
financial  condition  and  its  benevolent  operations,  with  the  request 
that  the  statement  be  put  on  record. 

The  Society  is  at  present  extending  relief  to  eleven  widows  of 
Reformed  Ministers.  Of  these,  the  greater  number  are  the  widows 
of  ministers  who  were  never  members  of  the  Society.  We  are  also 
aiding  in  the  support  of  two  disabled  ministers  of  our  Chur?h. 

The  invested  funds  have  been  slowly  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  our  ministers  and  consistories  generally 
have  been  taking  a  more  lively  interest  in  our  operations,  and  have 
presented  the  matter  to  the  people,  who  have  responded  by  contribut- 
ing freely  to  this  cause.  The  amount  now  invested  is  twelve  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  we  have  a  balance  in  hand 
sufficient  to  pay  the  annuities  which  have  been  voted  at  our  annual 
meeting  held  yesterday  and  to-day. 

The  number  of  indigent  widows  of  ministers  is  continually  increas- 
ing :  and  the  applications  for  relief  are  proportionably  more  numer- 
ous and  pressing.     The  Society  aims  at  meeting  all  these  demands  aa 
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far  as  practicable.  To  do  this,  it  is  .self-evident,  that  we  must  great- 
ly enlarge  our  resources. 

We,  therefore,  beg  that  the  Synod  of  Potomac  commend  this  chari- 
table institution  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  churches.  The 
Society  suggests  also,  that  the  Synod  appoint  the  third  Sunday  in 
June  as  a  suitable  time  when  pastors  shall  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
people  to  make  a  contribution  to  its  funds. 

October  25th,  1873.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  President. 

It  was. 

Resolved,  That  in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
above  statement,  this  Society  be  commended  to  the  confidence  and 
support  of  our  churches,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  con- 
gregations to  lift  one  collection  in  the  month  of  June,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  aid  of  said  society. 

Resolved^  further.  That  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  be  di- 
rected to  this  subject. 

An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  was  laid  upon  the  members  of 
Synod  for  defraying  the  local  expenses  incident  to  the  present  ses- 
sions. The  Ptev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  and  Elders  E.  Williard  and  D.  Dunn 
were  appointed  the  Committee  to  collect  said  assessment,  who  sub- 
mitted the  following  report : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  up  a  collection  for  the  sexton  of 
the  Church  would  report,  that  they  have  attended  to  their  duty  and 
realized  the  sum  of  117.35. 

D.  Y.  Heisler,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  amount  ordered  to 
be  paid  to  Sexton  Swert. 

Agreeably  to  an  invitation  received  from  Rev.  Dr.  Archibald, 
President  of  Wilson  Female  College,  located  in  the  immediate  vicini- 
ty of  Chambersburg,  the  Synod  visited  said  Institute  in  a  body  on 
Saturday  forenoon. 


The    Committee     on     Overtures     reported    a  letter     from    Rev. 

Daniel  Ziegler,  D.  D.,  asking  to  be  excused  for  non-attendance  upon 

the  present  meeting  in  consequence  of  affliction. 

The  letter  was  read  and  the  request  gi-anted.     It  was  also 
Resolved^  That  we  as  a   Synod  express  our   sincere  sympathy  with 

this  father  in  his  afflictions,  which  have  prevented  his   attendance 

upon  Synod. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence  loiih  Sister  Churches. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Denominations, 
state  that  no  papers  or  business  of  any  kind  have  come  into  our  hands, 
hence  report  no  business.  A.  Wanner,  Chairman. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions,  the  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report.  It  was  received,  amended  aud 
adopted.  The  election  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and 
the  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  the  Nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  Elders  Prof.  G.  N. 
Abbott  and  L.  Markell,  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the 
ballots,  counted  them,  and  furnished  the  President  with  the  result. 
The  result  will  be  found  elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of 
the  Synod  on  the  Reports  of  the  several  Boards. 


The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  procure  a  suitable 
Minute  Booh  and  keep  a  Manuscript  Record  of  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  Synod. 


The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Classes  be  called  to  the  import- 
ance of  having  their  statistical  reports  full  and  complete,  and  that  the 
subject  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  all  our  pastors. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  having  enjoyed  the  marked  kindness  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  congregation  aud  other  churches  and  citizens  of 
Charabersburg,  this  Synod  shall  bear  in  grateful  remembrance  their 
Christian  hospitality,  and  pray  that  the  blessings  of  His  grace,  Who 
has  said,  "  In-as-much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  Me,"  may  abundantly  rest  upon  them  and  their 
families. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pastor  loci  be  requested  to  read  this  resolution 
of  thanks  from  the  pulpit  of  this  church,  and  send  a  transcript  there- 
of to  the  other  pastors  of  the  place,  with  a  request  to  read  it  to  their 
people. 

Resohed,  That  the  (Jurresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  re- 
turn the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  following  Railroad  Companies  : 
Cumberland  Valley,  Northern  Central,  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  Western 
Maryland,  Frederick  and  Pennsylvania  State  Line,  and  Orange  and 
Alexandria,  for  passing  its  members  over  their  respective  roads  at  re- 
duced rates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  directed  to  return 
the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  Mr.  3L  A.  Foltz  for  services   gratuitous- 
ly rendered  in  the  way  of  printing. 
4 
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The  roll  was  called  and  none  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
sion. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE   XXIII. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  convention 
— to  be  composed  of  all  the  ministers  within  the  bounds  of  Synod, 
and  one  elder  from  each  charge. 

Mesohed,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
Reformed  Church  of  Hanover,  York  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  the 
21st  of  October,  A.  D.,  1874,  at  7^  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Adjourned  with  singing  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  repetition  of  the 
Apostles'  Creed  and  Lord's  Prayer,  Doxology  and  the  Apostolic  bene- 
diction by  the  President. 

E.  R.  EscHBACH,  President. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,    Stated  Clerk. 

Ufl&cial  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,   Stated  Clerk. 
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